BelovED Community Charter HS
Summer Reading
11th Grade, Section 1

Incoming 11th Graders
SUMMER READING 2022
Section 1

Who’s reading?

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Add Profile

2022-2023 11th Grade Summer Reading
Dear Rising Juniors,
Congratulations! You have successfully met the requirements to advance to your junior year of high school.
At this moment, you are at the halfway point of your high school career. You are in a unique and
advantageous position. With two years of high school under your belt, you are an old pro, yet you still have
much to learn and much to accomplish. If you are happy with your performance over the last two years,
now is the time to expand upon your success and reach for even greater heights. If you feel like you have
been giving school less than your full potential, this is an opportunity to turn it all around and ensure your
junior and senior years will be better, starting today. There is so much to be excited about!
The first step in ensuring that your junior year will be a success is to complete your summer reading with
% of your effort and in a timely manner. Reading may be the last thing on your mind right now, but the
data is very clear on the subject – summer reading is extremely beneficial to your success. Going extended
periods of time without reading leads to all sorts of losses: loss of comprehension progress, loss of
cognitive sharpness, loss of knowledge, and loss of reading speed and endurance. In short, if you don’t
read, you lose. If you read, yougain. Let’s makegains this summer!

💯

💪

Your summer reading assignment will be to read and annotate TWO books. Your first book will be a
nonfiction book, How to Read Literature Like a Professor
. Your second book will be a novel of your choice.
Details regarding how to annotate your books will be provided on the following pages, as will your full
menu of options for your choice novel.
Your work is due on the first day of school, and your annotations will be checked for a grade. Additionally,
you will use your books and annotations to help you write an in-class essay.
As an added BONUS, you may also complete a creative project for your book that will be graded for extra
credit. This optional project will be due via email no later than Thursday, September 1, 2022.
If you have any questions at all, do not hesitate to email me at abongiorno@belovedccs.org.
Sincerely,

Mr. Bongiorno

Mr. Anthony Bongiorno, MA, MSEd
11th Grade ELA Teacher
BelovED Community Charter HS

Task 1: Required Nonfiction:How to Read Literature Like A Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
★ Read the book and either annotate it OR complete a dialectical journal. If you have a physical copy,
annotate the pages with a pen or a pencil. If you do not want to write on the pages, use post-it
notes. You must have at least one marginal annotation per page.
★ Whether you annotate a physical copy or complete a dialectical journal for a digital book, you must
have one note per page.

How to Read Literature Like a Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
BOOKPIX Summary: A helpful how-to guide to
prepare you for the kind of literary analysis we will
be doing in class throughout the year. Reading this
book is like having your own personal English
professor to answer all of your ELA questions!
Task 2: Novel Choice: Choose a novel from the options below.
★ Read the book and either annotate it OR complete a dialectical journal. If you have a physical copy,
annotate the pages with a pen or a pencil. If you do not want to write on the pages, use post-it
notes. You must have at least one marginal annotation per page.
★ Whether you annotate a physical copy or complete a dialectical journal for a digital book, you must
have one note per page.
Option #1: Nick by Michael Farris Smith
BOOKPIX Summary: The story of Nick Carraway and hislife before he ever met
Jay Gatsby.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you love The Great Gatsby.
● you ever wondered about Nick’s time in the war.
● you like flipped-narrator stories.

Option #2: Foul is Fairby Hannah Capin
BOOKPIX Summary: Lady Macbeth reimagined as a modernday high school
student.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you think Lady Macbeth is thereal star of Shakespeare’s play.
● you love a revenge story.
● you like dark stories full of suspense.

Option #3: Pride by Ibi Zoboi
BOOKPIX Summary: A modern remix of the classic novel Pride and Prejudice.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you love stories set in New York City.
● you are interested in Afro-Latinx characters.
● you’re a sucker for stories about enemies who become lovers.

Option #4: This Is My Americaby Kim Johnson
BOOKPIX Summary: Seventeen-year-old Tracy Beaumontdeals with racist
injustices that threaten the life of her father and brother.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you’re passionate about social justice.
● you like books like The Hate U Give, Just Mercy,and Dear Martin.
● you enjoy novels written in the first person POV.
● you like to read stories about BIPOC characters.

Option #5: The Black Flamingoby Dean Atta
BOOKPIX Summary: A novel about identity and the power of drag as an art
form for a mixed-race gay teen growing up in London.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you like stories about LGBTQIA+ characters.
● you’re interested in mixed-race characters forming their identities.
● you love stories that take place in London.
● you’re a fan of novels written in verse like The PoetX and Clap When
You Land.

Option #6: Forgive Me, Leonard Peacockby MatthewQuick
BOOKPIX Summary: A day in the life of Leonard Peacock,a teen who plans to
commit a heinous act of violence against his former best friend.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you like intense, dark reads.
● you enjoy stories that take place over the course of one day.
● you are passionate about the dangerous realities of bullying and gun
violence.
***TRIGGER WARNING: This novel deals with intense topics like gun violence
and self-harm.
Option #7: Words on Bathroom Wallsby Julia Walton
BOOKPIX Summary: The story of a teenager living with paranoid
schizophrenia.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you’re interested in mental health.
● you like books/movies like The Perks of Being A Wallflowerand It’s Kind
of a Funny Story.
● you enjoy teen romance stories.

Option #8: I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson
BOOKPIX Summary: Twins Noah and Jude were once inseparable,but now
barely speak – what happened between them? They tell their sides of the
story, each in their own words.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you like novels with alternating character points of view.
● you enjoy stories about sibling relationships.
● you are down to read a book that’ll get you in your feelings.

Option #9: Like A Love Storyby Abdi Nazemian
BOOKPIX Summary: The story of an Iranian boy who movesto New York City in
1989 at the height of the AIDS crisis and the friends he meets who change his
life.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you like reading about LGBTQIA+ characters.
● you enjoy stories set in the 1980s.
● you’re interested in what life was like during the AIDS crisis.

Option #10: Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell
BOOKPIX Summary: Cath loves to write fanfiction, and she’s really good at it.
When she and her twin sister begin to grow apart, she has to figure out how
she’s going to write her own story…
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you are interested in stories about sibling relationships.
● you love a cute romance.
● you’ve spent hours on Wattpad.

Option #11: The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon
BOOKPIX Summary: The love story of Natasha and Daniel,two teens who have
a date with destiny.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you love a teen romance.
● you like books with lots of character perspectives.
● you wonder about the nature of destiny and the mysteries of the
universe.

Option #12: Long Way Downby Jason Reynolds
BOOKPIX Summary: A novel written in verse that takes place over sixty
seconds – the time is takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to
murder the guy who killed his brother.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you’re a fan of novels written in verse like The PoetX and Clap When
You Land.
● you like to read intense stories about high-pressure moments.
● you’re looking for a book that you cannot put down.

Option #13: Patron Saints of Nothingby Randy Ribay
BOOKPIX Summary: A powerful coming-of-age story about grief, guilt, and the
risks a Filipino-American teenager takes to uncover the truth about his
cousin's murder.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you’re interested in stories about AAPI characters.
● you like to read about the immigrant experience.
● you’d be interested in a book that takes place in the Philippines.

Option #14: On the Come Up by Angie Thomas
BOOKPIX Summary: Sixteen-year-old Bri perfects herrapping skills as she
faces off against some fierce battle competition and learns how to fight for her
dreams while speaking her truth.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you love hip hop.
● you enjoy stories about BIPOC characters.
● you loved the author’s first novel, The Hate U Give.

BONUS Task: Complete ONE of the following creative projects and email it to Mr. Bongiorno no later than
September 1 in order to receive extra credit.
★ TikTok Journal
○ Create a TikTok account dedicated only to this project.
○ Record a series of TikTok videos based on your novel. You should create a minimum of five
(5) videos. Any additional videos you create would be appreciated and encouraged, but
optional.
○ Once you are finished, email a link to view your TikTok with Mr. Bongiorno.
■ TikTok #1: Record a book review. What are your thoughts on the book as a whole?
Thumbs up? Thumbs down? What did you like or dislike? Check out other TikTok book
reviews to see some models. #BookTok
■ TikTok #2-TikTok #4: Reenact three favorite scenes from the novel. You may involve
parents, siblings, friends--or even pets!--to take on the character roles, in addition to
yourself. Or, if you want to do some inventive editing and costume work, you can play
all the characters yourself.
■ TikTok #5: Find an existing sound on TikTok that relates to your book in some way.
Create a video that demonstrates how the sound ties into the novel.
★ Graphic Novel
○ Design and illustrate a graphic novel (comic book) version of an important scene from the
novel.
○ Your graphic novel should be at least five pages in length. If you are artistically gifted, this is
an opportunity to show what you can do!
○ You may use this Graphic Novel Template Kit: ClickHERE!
★ Playlist
○ Brainstorm ten (10) songs that would work as a “soundtrack” to the novel.
○ Create a slideshow or a list of the songs. For each one, include the song’s title, musical artist,
and a 2-3 sentence explanation of how it fits a scene or character in the novel. Your list or
slideshow should be colorful and inviting for the viewer. All of your writing should be
proofread. Be sure to include specific text evidence to support your choices.

★ Poetry Journal
○ Write a collection of original poetry inspired by the characters, events, and themes of your
chosen novel.
○ You should compose a minimum of five (5) poems. Any additional poems you write would be
appreciated and encouraged, but optional.
○ Each poem should be at least ten lines in length. Your poetry may rhyme, or not (or some
combination). You have creative control!
★ Songbook
○ Write a collection of original songs inspired by the characters, events, and themes of your
chosen novel.
○ If you are going to submit recording(s) or video(s) of your songs being performed, you should
compose a minimum of three (3) songs. Your songs must include lyrics.
○ If you are simply going to write the songs without recording any performance, you should
compose a minimum of five (5) songs.
★ Trading Cards
○ Create a collection of trading cards based on the characters from your novel.
○ The front side of each card should feature a photo or illustration of the character. The back
side of each card should feature a short bio, strengths, weaknesses, allies, and enemies.
Also include one quote from the character, cited from the novel.
○ Your collection should be well-designed, colorful, and detailed. Each card should be at least
3” x 5” in size.
○ This project should be chosen for novels that have at least five major characters.

Task 1
How to Read Literature Like A Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
Annotation Focus/Dialectical Journal Template
**Click HERE to make a copy of this Task 1 document**
Directions: While you read this book, you may either do an annotation
on the physical book or complete a dialectical journal. See instructions
for each below.
If you are annotating a physical copy of this book, your annotation focus
and some helpful guidelines are listed below.
-

OR -

If you are completing a dialectical journal, use the dialectical journal
template that can be found in the following pages.

Annotation Focus:What is Foster teaching his readerabout how to interpret
literature, and how does he illustrate his points?
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page. Some good strategies for annotating:
● Question → ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ What does he mean by “Western culture”?
● Clarify → answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ Western culture = traditions, customs, beliefs associated with Europe
● Connect → make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ Mr. Santoni said this in class when we were reading Sula.
● Evaluate → make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
○ Good point. Never thought of it like this.

Annotating a book is like having a conversation with it as you read! See an example
of an annotated page from How to Read Literature Likea Professoron the following
page.

Sample Annotation Page:
How to Read Literature Like a Professor

Dialectical Journal

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation
involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations
with the text you are reading this summer.
PROCEDURE:
As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of
the chart. Include the page number. In the right column, write your response to the text
(ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage).
● You must label your responses using the following codes:
○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (E) Evaluate- make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
How to Read Literature Like a Professor
Dialectical Journal
Quote
Ex: “The class and I are readingA
Raisin in the Sun…”

Page #
3

Code
C

Response
I read this play in the 8th grade. We had
to act out some of the scenes!

Need more rows? Place cursor in last box above → Click “Tab”

Task 2
Novel Choice
Annotation Focus/Dialectical Journal Template
**Click HERE to make a copy of this Task 2 document**
Directions: While you read your novel, you may either do an annotation
on the physical book or complete a dialectical journal. See instructions
for each below.
If you are annotating a physical copy of this book, your annotation focus
and some helpful guidelines are listed below.
-

OR -

If you are completing a dialectical journal, use the dialectical journal
template that can be found in the following pages.

Annotation Focus:How does the author develop the novel’s major literary elements
such as theme, motif, and characterization?
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page. Some good strategies for annotating:
● Question → ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ What does “sodden” mean?
● Clarify → answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ sodden = soaked
● Connect → make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ My sister likes to gossip like this character.
● Identify → name literary and rhetorical techniques as you recognize them
○ This is personification!
● Predict → make a prediction about the plot or characters
○ I think these two characters are going to fall in love.
● Evaluate → make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
○ men = dreamers? Not sure I agree.

Annotating a novel is like having a conversation with it as you read! See an example
of an annotated page from a novel on the following page.

Sample Annotation Page:
Novel

Dialectical Journal

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation
involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations
with the text you are reading this summer.
PROCEDURE:
As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of
the chart. Include the page number. In the right column, write your response to the text
(ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage).
● You must label your responses using the following codes:
○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (I) Identify- name literary and rhetorical techniques as you recognize them
○ (P) Predict- predict what will happen in the plot or to the characters
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (E) Evaluate- make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
Novel Title:
Dialectical Journal
Quote
Ex: “His dreams mocked to death by
Time.”

Page #
3

Code
I

Response
This is personification. I can tell because
Time is being given human qualities.
Another hint is that the word is capitalized
like a person’s name.

Need more rows? Place cursor in last box above → Click “Tab”

