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Dear Rising Juniors,
Congratulations! You have successfully met the requirements to advance to your junior year of high school.
At this moment, you are at the halfway point of your high school career. You are in a unique and
advantageous position. With two years of high school under your belt, you are an old pro, yet you still have
much to learn and much to accomplish. If you are happy with your performance over the last two years,
now is the time to expand upon your success and reach for even greater heights. If you feel like you have
been giving school less than your full potential, this is an opportunity to turn it all around and ensure your
junior and senior years will be better, starting today. There is so much to be excited about!
The first step in ensuring that your junior year will be a success is to complete your summer reading with
% of your effort and in a timely manner. Reading may be the last thing on your mind right now, but the
data is very clear on the subject – summer reading is extremely beneficial to your success. Going extended
periods of time without reading leads to all sorts of losses: loss of comprehension progress, loss of
cognitive sharpness, loss of knowledge, and loss of reading speed and endurance. In short, if you don’t
read, you lose. If you read, yougain.

💯

Your summer reading assignment will be to read and annotate TWO books. Your first book will be a
nonfiction book, How to Read Literature Like a Professor
. Your second book will be a novel of your choice.
Details regarding how to annotate your books will be provided on the following pages, as will your full
menu of options for your choice novel.
Your work is due on the first day of school, and your annotations will be checked for a grade. Additionally,
you will use your books and annotations to help you write an in-class essay.
As an added BONUS, you may also complete a creative project for your book that will be graded for extra
credit. This optional project will be due via email no later than Thursday, September 1, 2022.
If you have any questions at all, do not hesitate to email me at wharris@belovedccs.org.
Sincerely,

Ms. Harris

HS ELA Department Chair
ELA Teacher
BelovED Community Charter HS

Task 1: How to Read Nonfiction Like A Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
★ Read the book and either annotate it OR complete a dialectical journal. If you have a physical copy,
annotate the pages with a pen or a pencil. If you do not want to write on the pages, use post-it
notes. You must have at least one marginal annotation per page.
★ Whether you annotate a physical copy or complete a dialectical journal for a digital book, you must
have one note per page.

How to Read Literature Like a Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
BOOKPIX Summary: A helpful how-to guide to
prepare you for the kind of literary analysis we will
be doing in class throughout the year. Reading this
book is like having your own personal English
professor to answer all of your ELA questions!

Task 2: Choice: Choose a book from the options below.
★ Read the book and either annotate it OR complete a dialectical journal. If you have a physical copy,
annotate the pages with a pen or a pencil. If you do not want to write on the pages, use post-it
notes. You must have at least one marginal annotation per page.
★ Whether you annotate a physical copy or complete a dialectical journal for a digital book, you must
have one note per page.
Option #1: Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt & StevenJ. Dubner
BOOKPIX Summary: Which is more dangerous, a gun or a swimming pool?
What do schoolteachers and sumo wrestlers have in common?
How much do parents really matter?
These may not sound like typical questions for an economist to ask. But
Steven D. Levitt is not a typical economist. He studies the riddles of everyday
life—from cheating and crime to parenting and sports—and reaches
conclusions that turn conventional wisdom on its head. Freakonomics is a
groundbreaking collaboration between Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner, an
award-winning author and journalist. They set out to explore the inner
workings of a crack gang, the truth about real estate agents, the secrets of the
Ku Klux Klan, and much more. Through forceful storytelling and wry insight,
they show that economics is, at root, the study of incentives—how people get
what they want or need, especially when other people want or need the same
thing.

Option #2: Nick by Michael Farris Smith
BOOKPIX Summary: The story of Nick Carraway and hislife before he ever met
Jay Gatsby.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you love The Great Gatsby.
● you ever wondered about Nick’s time in the war.
● you like flipped-narrator stories.

Option #3: Pride by Ibi Zoboi
BOOKPIX Summary: A modern remix of the classic novel Pride and Prejudice.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you love stories set in New York City.
● you are interested in Afro-Latinx characters.
● you’re a sucker for stories about enemies who become lovers.

Option #4: The Black Flamingoby Dean Atta
BOOKPIX Summary: A novel about identity and the power of drag as an art
form for a mixed-race gay teen growing up in London.
This is a good choice for you if . . .
● you like stories about LGBTQIA+ characters.
● you’re interested in mixed-race characters forming their identities.
● you love stories that take place in London.
● you’re a fan of novels written in verse like The PoetX and Clap When
You Land.

Option #5: Black Boyby Richard Wright
BOOKPIX Summary: When it exploded onto the literary scene in 1945, Black
Boy was both praised and condemned. Orville Prescott of the New York Times
wrote that “if enough such books are written, if enough millions of people read
them maybe, someday, in the fullness of time, there will be a greater
understanding and a more true democracy.” Yet from 1975 to 1978, Black Boy
was banned in schools throughout the United States for “obscenity” and
“instigating hatred between the races.”
Wright’s once controversial, now celebrated autobiography measures the raw
brutality of the Jim Crow South against the sheer desperate will it took to
survive as a Black boy. Enduring poverty, hunger, fear, abuse, and hatred
while growing up in the woods of Mississippi, Wright lied, stole, and raged at
those around him—whites indifferent, pitying, or cruel and Blacks resentful of
anyone trying to rise above their circumstances. Desperate for a different way
of life, he headed north, eventually arriving in Chicago, where he forged a new
path and began his career as a writer. At the end of Black Boy, Wright sits
poised with pencil in hand, determined to “hurl words into this darkness and
wait for an echo.” Seventy-five years later, his words continue to reverberate.
“To read Black Boy is to stare into the heart of darkness,” John Edgar
Wideman writes in his foreword. “Not the dark heart Conrad searched for in
Congo jungles but the beating heart I bear.”
One of the great American memoirs, Wright’s account is a poignant record of
struggle and endurance—a seminal literary work that illuminates our own
time.
Option #6: Beautiful Boyby David Sheff
BOOKPIX Summary: What had happened to my beautiful boy? To our family?
What did I do wrong? Those are the wrenching questions that haunted David
Sheff’s journey through his son Nic’s addiction to drugs and tentative steps
toward recovery. Before Nic became addicted to crystal meth, he was a
charming boy, joyous and funny, a varsity athlete and honor student adored
by his two younger siblings. After meth, he was a trembling wraith who lied,
stole, and lived on the streets. David Sheff traces the first warning signs: the
denial, the three a.m. phone calls—is it Nic? the police? the hospital? His
preoccupation with Nic became an addiction in itself. But as a journalist, he
instinctively researched every treatment that might save his son. And he
refused to give up on Nic.

Option #7: Random Family: Love, Drugs, Trouble, andComing of Age in the
Bronx by Adrian LeBlanc
BOOKPIX Summary: In her extraordinary bestseller, Adrian Nicole LeBlanc
immerses readers in the intricacies of the ghetto, revealing the true sagas
lurking behind the headlines of gangsta glamour, gold-drenched drug
dealers, and street-corner society. Focusing on two romances - Jessica's
dizzying infatuation with a hugely successful young heroin dealer, Boy
George, and Coco's first love with Jessica's little brother, Cesar - Random
Family is the story of young people trying to outrun their destinies. Jessica
and Boy George ride the wild adventure between riches and ruin, while Coco
and Cesar stick closer to the street, all four caught in a precarious dance
between survival and death. Friends get murdered; the DEA and FBI
investigate Boy George; Cesar becomes a fugitive; Jessica and Coco endure
homelessness, betrayal, the heartbreaking separation of prison, and,
throughout it all, the insidious damage of poverty.
Charting the tumultuous cycle of the generations - as girls become mothers,
boys become criminals, and hope struggles against deprivation - LeBlanc
slips behind the cold statistics and sensationalism and comes back with a
riveting, haunting, and true story.
Option #8: The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
BOOKPIX Summary: The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience
and redemption, and a revelatory look into a family at once deeply
dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, Jeannette’s brilliant and
charismatic father captured his children’s imagination, teaching them
physics, geology, and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he
was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the
idea of domesticity and didn’t want the responsibility of raising a family.
The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and
protected one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their
parents followed them, choosing to be homeless even as their children
prospered.

Option #9: The Collected Schizophrenias: Essaysby Esmé Weijun Wang
BOOKPIX Summary: An intimate, moving book written with the immediacy and
directness of one who still struggles with the effects of mental and chronic
illness, The Collected Schizophrenias cuts right to the core. Schizophrenia is
not a single unifying diagnosis, and Esme Weijun Wang writes not just to her
fellow members of the "collected schizophrenias" but to those who wish to
understand it as well. Opening with the journey toward her diagnosis of
schizoaffective disorder, Wang discusses the medical community's own
disagreement about labels and procedures for diagnosing those with mental
illness, and then follows an arc that examines the manifestations of
schizophrenia in her life. In essays that range from using fashion to present
as high-functioning to the depths of a rare form of psychosis, and from the
failures of the higher education system and the dangers of institutionalization
to the complexity of compounding factors such as PTSD and Lyme disease,
Wang's analytical eye, honed as a former lab researcher at Stanford, allows
her to balance research with personal narrative. An essay collection of
undeniable power, The Collected Schizophrenias dispels misconceptions and
provides insight into a condition long misunderstood.
Option #10: Queer Love in Colorby Jamal Jordan
BOOKPIX Summary: Queer Love in Color features photographsand stories of
couples and families across the United States and around the world. This
singular, moving collection offers an intimate look at what it means to live at
the intersections of queer and POC identities today, and honors an inclusive
vision of love, affection, and family across the spectrum of gender, race, and
age.

Option #11: All the President’s Menby Carl Bernstein& Bob Woodward
BOOKPIX Summary: In the most devastating political detective story of the
20th century, two Washington Post reporters, whose brilliant, Pulitzer
Prize-winning investigation smashed the Watergate scandal wide open, tell
the behind-the-scenes drama the way it really happened.
Beginning with the story of a simple burglary at Democratic headquarters and
then continuing with headline after headline, Bernstein and Woodward kept
the tale of conspiracy and the trail of dirty tricks coming - delivering the
stunning revelations and pieces in the Watergate puzzle that brought about
Nixon's scandalous downfall. Their explosive reports won a Pulitzer Prize for
The Washington Post and toppled the president. This is the book that
changed America.

Option #12: Funny in Farsiby Firoozeh Dumas
BOOKPIX Summary: In 1972, when she was seven, FiroozehDumas and her
family moved from Iran to Southern California, arriving with no firsthand
knowledge of this country beyond her father's glowing memories of his
graduate school years here.
In a series of deftly drawn scenes Funny in Farsi chronicles the American
journey of Dumas' wonderfully engaging family: her engineer father, a sweetly
quixotic dreamer who first sought riches on Bowling for Dollars and in Las
Vegas; her elegant mother, who never fully mastered English (nor cared to); her
uncle, who combated the effects of American fast food with an army of
miraculous American weight-loss gadgets; and Firoozeh herself, who as a girl
changed her name to Julie, and who encountered a second wave of culture
shock when she met and married a Frenchman, becoming part of a
one-couple melting pot.
An unforgettable story of identity, discovery, and the power of family love,
Funny in Farsi will leave us all laughing without an accent.
Option #13: Let Love Have the Last Wordby Common
BOOKPIX Summary: The inspiring New York Times bestseller from Common the Grammy Award, Academy Award, and Golden Globe-winning musician,
actor, and activist - explores how love and mindfulness can build communities
and allow you to take better control of your life through actions and words.
Common believes that the phrase “let love have the last word” is not just a
declaration; it is a statement of purpose, a daily promise. Love is the most
powerful force on the planet, and ultimately, the way you love determines who
you are and how you experience life.
Touching on God, self-love, partners, children, family, and community,
Common explores the core tenets of love to help us understand what it means
to receive and, most important, to give love. He moves from the personal writing about his daughter, to whom he wants to be a better father - to the
universal, where he observes that our society has become fractured under
issues of race and politics. He knows there's no quick remedy for all of the hurt
in the world, but love - for yourself and for others - is where the healing
begins.
In his first public reveal, Common also shares a deeply personal experience of
childhood molestation that he is now confronting...and forgiving.
Courageous, insightful, brave, and characteristically authentic, Let Love Have
the Last Word shares Common’s own unique and personal stories of the
people and experiences that have led to a greater understanding of love and
all it has to offer. It is a powerful call to action for a new generation of open
hearts and minds, one that is sure to resonate for years to come.

BONUS Task: Complete ONE of the following creative projects and email it to Ms. Harris no later than
September 1 in order to receive extra credit.
★ TikTok Journal
○ Create a TikTok account dedicated only to this project.
○ Record a series of TikTok videos based on your novel. You should create a minimum of five (5)
videos. Any additional videos you create would be appreciated and encouraged, but optional.
○ Once you are finished, email a link to view your TikTok with Mr. Bongiorno.
■ TikTok #1: Record a book review. What are your thoughts on the book as a whole?
Thumbs up? Thumbs down? What did you like or dislike? Check out other TikTok book
reviews to see some models. #BookTok
■ TikTok #2-TikTok #4: Reenact three favorite scenes from the novel. You may involve
parents, siblings, friends--or even pets!--to take on the character roles, in addition to
yourself. Or, if you want to do some inventive editing and costume work, you can play
all the characters yourself.
■ TikTok #5: Find an existing sound on TikTok that relates to your book in some way.
Create a video that demonstrates how the sound ties into the novel.
★ Graphic Novel
○ Design and illustrate a graphic novel (comic book) version of an important scene from the
novel.
○ Your graphic novel should be at least five pages in length. If you are artistically gifted, this is an
opportunity to show what you can do!
○ You may use this Graphic Novel Template Kit: Click HERE!
★ Playlist
○ Brainstorm ten (10) songs that would work as a “soundtrack” to the novel.
○ Create a slideshow or a list of the songs. For each one, include the song’s title, musical artist,
and a 2-3 sentence explanation of how it fits a scene or character in the novel. Your list or
slideshow should be colorful and inviting for the viewer. All of your writing should be
proofread. Be sure to include specific text evidence to support your choices.
★ Poetry Journal
○ Write a collection of original poetry inspired by the characters, events, and themes of your
chosen novel.
○ You should compose a minimum of five (5) poems. Any additional poems you write would be
appreciated and encouraged, but optional.
○ Each poem should be at least ten lines in length. Your poetry may rhyme, or not (or some
combination). You have creative control!
★ Songbook
○ Write a collection of original songs inspired by the characters, events, and themes of your
chosen novel.
○ If you are going to submit recording(s) or video(s) of your songs being performed, you should
compose a minimum of three (3) songs. Your songs must include lyrics.
○ If you are simply going to write the songs without recording any performance, you should
compose a minimum of five (5) songs.

★ Trading Cards
○ Create a collection of trading cards based on the characters from your novel.
○ The front side of each card should feature a photo or illustration of the character. The back side
of each card should feature a short bio, strengths, weaknesses, allies, and enemies. Also include
one quote from the character, cited from the novel.
○ Your collection should be well-designed, colorful, and detailed. Each card should be at least 3” x
5” in size.
○ This project should be chosen for novels that have at least five major characters.

Task 1
How to Read Literature Like A Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
Annotation Focus/Dialectical Journal Template
**Click HERE to make a copy of this Task 1 document**
Directions: While you read this book, you may either do an annotation
on the physical book or complete a dialectical journal. See instructions
for each below.
If you are annotating a physical copy of this book, your annotation focus
and some helpful guidelines are listed below.
-

OR -

If you are completing a dialectical journal, use the dialectical journal
template that can be found in the following pages.

Annotation Focus:What is Foster teaching his readerabout how to interpret
literature, and how does he illustrate his points?
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page. Some good strategies for annotating:
● Question → ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ What does he mean by “Western culture”?
● Clarify → answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ Western culture = traditions, customs, beliefs associated with Europe
● Connect → make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ Mr. Santoni said this in class when we were reading Sula.
● Evaluate → make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
○ Good point. Never thought of it like this.

Annotating a book is like having a conversation with it as you read! See an example
of an annotated page from How to Read Literature Likea Professoron the following
page.

Sample Annotation Page

Dialectical Journal

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation
involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations
with the text you are reading this summer.
PROCEDURE:
As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of
the chart. Include the page number. In the right column, write your response to the text
(ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage).
● You must label your responses using the following codes:
○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (E) Evaluate- make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
How to Read Literature Like a Professor
Dialectical Journal
Quote
Ex: “The class and I are readingA
Raisin in the Sun…”

Page #
3

Code
C

Response
I read this play in the 8th grade. We had
to act out some of the scenes!

Need more rows? Place cursor in last box above → Click “Tab”

Task 2
Novel Choice
Annotation Focus/Dialectical Journal Template
**Click HERE to make a copy of this Task 2 document**
Directions: While you read your novel, you may either do an annotation
on the physical book or complete a dialectical journal. See instructions
for each below.
If you are annotating a physical copy of this book, your annotation focus
and some helpful guidelines are listed below.
-

OR -

If you are completing a dialectical journal, use the dialectical journal
template that can be found in the following pages.

Annotation Focus:How does the author develop the novel’s major literary elements
such as theme, motif, and characterization?
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page. Some good strategies for annotating:
● Question → ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ What does “sodden” mean?
● Clarify → answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ sodden = soaked
● Connect → make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ My sister likes to gossip like this character.
● Identify → name literary and rhetorical techniques as you recognize them
○ This is personification!
● Predict → make a prediction about the plot or characters
○ I think these two characters are going to fall in love.
● Evaluate → make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
○ men = dreamers? Not sure I agree.

Annotating a novel is like having a conversation with it as you read! See an example
of an annotated page from a novel on the following page.

Sample Annotation Page:
Novel

Dialectical Journal

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation
involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations
with the text you are reading this summer.
PROCEDURE:
As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of
the chart. Include the page number. In the right column, write your response to the text
(ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage).
● You must label your responses using the following codes:
○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (I) Identify- name literary and rhetorical techniques as you recognize them
○ (P) Predict- predict what will happen in the plot or to the characters
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (E) Evaluate- make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
Novel Title:
Dialectical Journal
Quote
Ex: “His dreams mocked to death by
Time.”

Page #
3

Code
I

Response
This is personification. I can tell because
Time is being given human qualities.
Another hint is that the word is capitalized
like a person’s name.

Need more rows? Place cursor in last box above → Click “Tab”

