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Dear Rising Seniors,
Congratulations! You have successfully met the requirements to advance to your senior
year of high school. And not only that, but you’ve been selected to take the most challenging, and
most rewarding, ELA course at the high school level: AP Literature & Composition. College Board
describes the course as follows:
The AP English Literature and Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing
about imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various periods. Students engage
in close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their understanding
of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read,
students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative
language, imagery, and symbolism. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and
argumentative essays that require students to analyze and interpret literary works.
Preparation for the course begins, of course, with your Summer Reading Assignment. Though
reading over the summer may be the last thing on your mind right now, the data is very clear on the
subject – summer reading is extremely beneficial to your success. Going extended periods of time
without reading leads to all sorts of losses: loss of comprehension progress, loss of cognitive
sharpness, loss of knowledge, and loss of reading speed and endurance. In short, if you don’t read,
you lose. If you read, you gain. And because your college and career plans will require the discipline
to work outside of classroom parameters and complete work independently, this is great preparation
for your future, regardless of what that might be.
Your summer reading assignment will be to read and annotate TWO books. Details regarding how to
annotate your books will be provided on the following pages, as will additional details regarding
course preparation.
Your work is due on the first day of school, and your annotations will be checked for a grade.
Additionally, you will use your books and annotations to help you write an in-class essay.
As an added BONUS, you may also complete a creative project for your book that will be graded for
extra credit. This optional project will be due via email no later than Thursday, September 1, 2022.
If you have any questions at all, do not hesitate to email me at wharris@belovedccs.org.
Sincerely,

Ms. Harris

HS ELA Department Chair
BelovED Community Charter HS

Task 1: Required Fiction: The Stranger by Albert Camus
★ Read the book and annotate it. Your annotations will be checked on the first day of school.
★ Whether you annotate a physical or digital copy, you must have one note per page (and trust me-there’s plenty for you to note).
Albert Camus was a French-Algerian journalist, playwright,
novelist, philosophical essayist, and Nobel laureate. Though
he was neither by advanced training nor profession a
philosopher, he nevertheless made important, forceful
contributions to a wide range of issues in moral philosophy
in his novels, reviews, articles, essays, and speeches—from
terrorism and political violence to suicide and the death
penalty. He is often described as an existentialist writer,
though he himself disavowed the label. He began his literary
career as a political journalist and as an actor, director, and
playwright in his native Algeria. Later, while living in
occupied France during WWII, he became active in the
Resistance and from 1944-47 served as editor-in-chief of the
newspaper Combat. By mid-century, based on the strength
of his three novels (The Stranger, The Plague, and The Fall)
and two book-length philosophical essays (The Myth of
Sisyphus and The Rebel), he had achieved an international
reputation and readership. It was in these works that he
introduced and developed the twin philosophical ideas—the
concept of the Absurd and the notion of Revolt—that made
him famous.
--IEP
Task 2: Required Fiction: A Happy Death by Albert Camus
★ Read the book and annotate it. Your annotations will be checked on the first day of school.
★ Whether you annotate a physical or digital copy, you must have one note per page (again--there’s
plenty for you to note).

Guiding Questions:
What, if anything, is the
relationship between
these two novels?
What, if anything, does
Camus reveal about the
nature of life and death
through Mersault’s
choices?

Recommended Tasks:
● Reread and annotate How to Read Literature Like a Professor. This year, we will deep dive into
the skills you’ve practiced over the course of your ELA career. Though you’ve read it
previously, Foster explains exactly how to read and interpret a piece of fiction, which is what
you will consistently be tasked with doing (often by yourself!) in this course. His text is,
perhaps, the best preparation for being successful in AP Lit.
● Take a look at this list of recommended texts for AP Literature, and read some (many!) of
them. There are hundreds of texts recommended for this course. College Board has a WEALTH
of information to choose from when it comes to assessing your knowledge, because there is no
shortage of quality literature out there. To put it simply, the more you have read, the more
successful you will be on this exam. It’s just a fact. For each novel you read on the list, a quiz
will be available (should you ask for it!) for you to take during the 22-23 school year. If you pass
the quiz, you’ll receive extra credit added to your course grade for your hard work. There’s no
limit to the number of novels you can read or quizzes you can take-- so READ!
BONUS Task: Complete ONE of the following creative projects and email it to Ms. Harris no later than
September 1 in order to receive extra credit.
★ TikTok Journal
○ Create a TikTok account dedicated only to this project.
○ Record a series of TikTok videos based on your novel. You should create a minimum of
five (5) videos. Any additional videos you create would be appreciated and encouraged,
but optional.
○ Once you are finished, email a link to view your TikTok with Mr. Bongiorno.
■ TikTok #1: Record a book review. What are your thoughts on the book as a
whole? Thumbs up? Thumbs down? What did you like or dislike? Check out
other TikTok book reviews to see some models. #BookTok
■ TikTok #2-TikTok #4: Reenact three favorite scenes from the novel. You may
involve parents, siblings, friends--or even pets!--to take on the character roles, in
addition to yourself. Or, if you want to do some inventive editing and costume
work, you can play all the characters yourself.
■ TikTok #5: Find an existing sound on TikTok that relates to your book in some
way. Create a video that demonstrates how the sound ties into the novel.
★ Graphic Novel
○ Design and illustrate a graphic novel (comic book) version of an important scene from
the novel.
○ Your graphic novel should be at least five pages in length. If you are artistically gifted,
this is an opportunity to show what you can do!
○ You may use this Graphic Novel Template Kit: Click HERE!
★ Playlist
○ Brainstorm ten (10) songs that would work as a “soundtrack” to the novel.

○ Create a slideshow or a list of the songs. For each one, include the song’s title, musical
artist, and a 2-3 sentence explanation of how it fits a scene or character in the novel.
Your list or slideshow should be colorful and inviting for the viewer. All of your writing
should be proofread. Be sure to include specific text evidence to support your choices.
★ Poetry Journal
○ Write a collection of original poetry inspired by the characters, events, and themes of
your chosen novel.
○ You should compose a minimum of five (5) poems. Any additional poems you write
would be appreciated and encouraged, but optional.
○ Each poem should be at least ten lines in length. Your poetry may rhyme, or not (or
some combination). You have creative control!
★ Songbook
○ Write a collection of original songs inspired by the characters, events, and themes of
your chosen novel.
○ If you are going to submit recording(s) or video(s) of your songs being performed, you
should compose a minimum of three (3) songs. Your songs must include lyrics.
○ If you are simply going to write the songs without recording any performance, you
should compose a minimum of five (5) songs.
★ Trading Cards
○ Create a collection of trading cards based on the characters from your novel.
○ The front side of each card should feature a photo or illustration of the character. The
back side of each card should feature a short bio, strengths, weaknesses, allies, and
enemies. Also include one quote from the character, cited from the novel.
○ Your collection should be well-designed, colorful, and detailed. Each card should be at
least 3” x 5” in size.
○ This project should be chosen for novels that have at least five major characters.

