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Dear Rising Seniors,
Congratulations! You have successfully met the requirements to advance to your senior year of high
school. At this moment, your high school experience is 75% complete. You are in a unique and
advantageous position--and you have the opportunity to ensure that you finish out high school on a
high note! That begins, of course, with your Summer Reading Assignment.
Though reading over the summer may be the last thing on your mind right now, the data is very clear
on the subject – summer reading is extremely beneficial to your success. Going extended periods of
time without reading leads to all sorts of losses: loss of comprehension progress, loss of cognitive
sharpness, loss of knowledge, and loss of reading speed and endurance. In short, if you don’t read,
you lose. If you read, you gain. And because your college and career plans will require the discipline
to work outside of classroom parameters and complete work independently, this is great preparation
for your future, regardless of what that might be.
Your summer reading assignment will be to read and annotate TWO books. Your first book will be to
finish your nonfiction book from last year, How to Read Literature Like a Professor. Your second
book will be a novel of your choice. Details regarding how to annotate your books will be provided on
the following pages, as will your full menu of options for your choice novel.
Your work is due on the first day of school, and your annotations will be checked for a grade.
Additionally, you will use your books and annotations to help you write an in-class essay.
As an added BONUS, you may also complete a creative project for your book that will be graded for
extra credit. This optional project will be due via email no later than Thursday, September 1, 2022.
If you have any questions at all, do not hesitate to email me at wharris@belovedccs.org.
Sincerely,

Ms. Harris

HS ELA Department Chair
BelovED Community Charter HS

Task 1: Required Nonfiction: How to Read Literature Like A Professor by Thomas C. Foster
★ Remember: Last year you left off at Chapter 15. It is strongly recommended that you refresh your
memory regarding the first half of the text!
★ Read the book and either annotate it OR complete a dialectical journal. If you have a physical copy,
annotate the pages with a pen or a pencil. If you do not want to write on the pages, use post-it notes.
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page.
★ Whether you annotate a physical copy or complete a dialectical journal for a digital book, you must
have one note per page.

How to Read Literature Like a Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
Summary: A helpful how-to guide to prepare you for the kind of literary analysis
we will be doing in class throughout the year. Reading this book is like having
your own personal English professor to answer all of your ELA questions!

Task 2: Novel Choice: Choose a novel from the options below.
★ Read the book and either annotate it OR complete a dialectical journal. If you have a physical copy,
annotate the pages with a pen or a pencil. If you do not want to write on the pages, use post-it notes.
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page.
★ Whether you annotate a physical copy or complete a dialectical journal for a digital book, you must
have one note per page.
Option #1: Nick by Michael Farris Smith
Summary: Before Nick Carraway moved to West Egg and into Gatsby's
periphery, he was at the center of a very different story—one taking place along
the trenches and deep within the tunnels of World War I.
Floundering in the wake of the destruction he witnessed firsthand, Nick delays
his return home, hoping to escape the questions he cannot answer about the
horrors of war. Instead, he embarks on a transcontinental redemptive journey
that takes him from a whirlwind Paris romance—doomed from the very
beginning—to the dizzying frenzy of New Orleans, rife with its own flavor of
debauchery and violence.
An epic portrait of a truly singular era and a sweeping, romantic story of
self-discovery, this rich and imaginative novel breathes new life into a character
that many know but few have pondered deeply. Charged with enough alcohol,
heartbreak, and profound yearning to paralyze even the heartiest of golden age
scribes, Nick reveals the man behind the narrator who has captivated readers
for decades.

Option #2: The Collected Schizophrenias: Essays by Esmé Weijun Wang
Summary: An intimate, moving book written with the immediacy and
directness of one who still struggles with the effects of mental and chronic
illness, The Collected Schizophrenias cuts right to the core. Schizophrenia is not
a single unifying diagnosis, and Esme Weijun Wang writes not just to her fellow
members of the "collected schizophrenias" but to those who wish to understand
it as well. Opening with the journey toward her diagnosis of schizoaffective
disorder, Wang discusses the medical community's own disagreement about
labels and procedures for diagnosing those with mental illness, and then follows
an arc that examines the manifestations of schizophrenia in her life. In essays
that range from using fashion to present as high-functioning to the depths of a
rare form of psychosis, and from the failures of the higher education system and
the dangers of institutionalization to the complexity of compounding factors
such as PTSD and Lyme disease, Wang's analytical eye, honed as a former lab
researcher at Stanford, allows her to balance research with personal narrative.
An essay collection of undeniable power, The Collected Schizophrenias dispels
misconceptions and provides insight into a condition long misunderstood.
Option #3: Ayesha at Last by Uzma Jalaludding
Summary: A modern-day Muslim Pride and Prejudice for a new generation of
love.
Ayesha Shamsi has a lot going on. Her dreams of being a poet have been set aside
for a teaching job so she can pay off her debts to her wealthy uncle. She lives
with her boisterous Muslim family and is always being reminded that her flighty
younger cousin, Hafsa, is close to rejecting her one hundredth marriage
proposal. Though Ayesha is lonely, she doesn't want an arranged marriage. Then
she meets Khalid, who is just as smart and handsome as he is conservative and
judgmental. She is irritatingly attracted to someone who looks down on her
choices and who dresses like he belongs in the seventh century.
When a surprise engagement is announced between Khalid and Hafsa, Ayesha is
torn between how she feels about the straightforward Khalid and the unsettling
new gossip she hears about his family. Looking into the rumors, she finds she
has to deal with not only what she discovers about Khalid, but also the truth she
realizes about herself.

Option #4: The Hours by Michael Cunningham
Summary: In 1920s London, Virginia Woolf is fighting against her rebellious
spirit as she attempts to make a start on her new novel. A young wife and
mother, broiling in a suburb of 1940s Los Angeles, yearns to escape and read her
precious copy of Mrs Dalloway. And Clarissa Vaughan steps out of her smart
Greenwich village apartment in 1990s New York to buy flowers for a party she is
hosting for a dying friend.
The Hours recasts the classic story of Woolf's Mrs Dalloway in a startling new
light. Moving effortlessly across the decades and between England and America,
this exquisite novel intertwines the worlds of three unforgettable women.
***TRIGGER WARNING: This novel deals with intense topics like depression and
suicide.
Option #5: The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta
Summary: A boy comes to terms with his identity as a mixed-race gay teen then at university he finds his wings as a drag artist, The Black Flamingo. A bold
story about the power of embracing your uniqueness. Sometimes, we need to
take charge, to stand up wearing pink feathers - to show ourselves to the world
in bold color.

Option #6: When She Woke by Hillary Jordan
Summary: When She Woke is a fable about a stigmatized woman struggling to
navigate an America of a not-too-distant future, who embarks on a path of
self-discovery that forces her to question the values she once held true and the
righteousness of a country that politicizes faith.
Bellwether Prize Winner Hillary Jordan's provocative new novel is the fiercely
imagined story of a woman struggling to navigate an America of a
not-too-distant future, where the line between church and state has been
eradicated and convicted felons are no longer imprisoned and rehabilitated but
chromed -- their skin color is genetically altered to match the class of their
crime -- and then released back into the population to survive as best they can.
Hannah is a Red; her crime is murder.

Option #7: Words on Bathroom Walls by Julia Walton
Summary: Adam is a pretty regular teen, except he's navigating high school life
while living with paranoid schizophrenia. His hallucinations include a cast of
characters that range from the good (beautiful Rebecca) to the bad (angry Mob
Boss) to the just plain weird (polite naked guy). An experimental drug promises
to help him hide his illness from the world. When Adam meets Maya, a fiercely
intelligent girl, he desperately wants to be the normal, great guy that she thinks
he is. But as the miracle drug begins to fail, how long can he keep this secret
from the girl of his dreams?

Option #8: Random Family: Love, Drugs, Trouble, and Coming of Age in the
Bronx by Adrian LeBlanc
Summary: In her extraordinary bestseller, Adrian Nicole LeBlanc immerses
readers in the intricacies of the ghetto, revealing the true sagas lurking behind
the headlines of gangsta glamor, gold-drenched drug dealers, and street-corner
society. Focusing on two romances - Jessica's dizzying infatuation with a hugely
successful young heroin dealer, Boy George, and Coco's first love with Jessica's
little brother, Cesar - Random Family is the story of young people trying to
outrun their destinies. Jessica and Boy George ride the wild adventure between
riches and ruin, while Coco and Cesar stick closer to the street, all four caught in
a precarious dance between survival and death. Friends get murdered; the DEA
and FBI investigate Boy George; Cesar becomes a fugitive; Jessica and Coco
endure homelessness, betrayal, the heartbreaking separation of prison, and,
throughout it all, the insidious damage of poverty.
Option #9: Ophelia by Lisa M. Klein
Summary: He is Hamlet, Prince of Denmark; she is simply Ophelia. If you think
you know their story, think again.
In this reimagining of Shakespeare's famous tragedy, it is Ophelia who takes
center stage. A rowdy, motherless girl, she grows up at Elsinore Castle to become
the queen's most trusted lady-in-waiting. Ambitious for knowledge and witty as
well as beautiful, Ophelia learns the ways of power in a court where nothing is as
it seems. When she catches the attention of the captivating, dark-haired Prince
Hamlet, their love blossoms in secret. But bloody deeds soon turn Denmark into
a place of madness, and Ophelia's happiness is shattered. Ultimately, she must
choose between her love for Hamlet and her own life. In desperation, Ophelia
devises a treacherous plan to escape from Elsinore forever . . . with one very
dangerous secret.
Lisa Klein's Ophelia tells the story of a young woman falling in love, searching
for her place in the world, and finding the strength to survive. Sharp and
literary, dark and romantic, this dramatic story holds readers in its grip until the
final, heartrending scene.

BONUS Task: Complete ONE of the following creative projects and email it to Ms. Harris no later than
September 1 in order to receive extra credit.
★ TikTok Journal
○ Create a TikTok account dedicated only to this project.
○ Record a series of TikTok videos based on your novel. You should create a minimum of five (5)
videos. Any additional videos you create would be appreciated and encouraged, but optional.
○ Once you are finished, email a link to view your TikTok with Mr. Bongiorno.
■ TikTok #1: Record a book review. What are your thoughts on the book as a whole?
Thumbs up? Thumbs down? What did you like or dislike? Check out other TikTok book
reviews to see some models. #BookTok
■ TikTok #2-TikTok #4: Reenact three favorite scenes from the novel. You may involve
parents, siblings, friends--or even pets!--to take on the character roles, in addition to
yourself. Or, if you want to do some inventive editing and costume work, you can play
all the characters yourself.
■ TikTok #5: Find an existing sound on TikTok that relates to your book in some way.
Create a video that demonstrates how the sound ties into the novel.
★ Graphic Novel
○ Design and illustrate a graphic novel (comic book) version of an important scene from the
novel.
○ Your graphic novel should be at least five pages in length. If you are artistically gifted, this is an
opportunity to show what you can do!
○ You may use this Graphic Novel Template Kit: Click HERE!
★ Playlist
○ Brainstorm ten (10) songs that would work as a “soundtrack” to the novel.
○ Create a slideshow or a list of the songs. For each one, include the song’s title, musical artist,
and a 2-3 sentence explanation of how it fits a scene or character in the novel. Your list or
slideshow should be colorful and inviting for the viewer. All of your writing should be
proofread. Be sure to include specific text evidence to support your choices.
★ Poetry Journal
○ Write a collection of original poetry inspired by the characters, events, and themes of your
chosen novel.
○ You should compose a minimum of five (5) poems. Any additional poems you write would be
appreciated and encouraged, but optional.
○ Each poem should be at least ten lines in length. Your poetry may rhyme, or not (or some
combination). You have creative control!
★ Songbook
○ Write a collection of original songs inspired by the characters, events, and themes of your
chosen novel.
○ If you are going to submit recording(s) or video(s) of your songs being performed, you should
compose a minimum of three (3) songs. Your songs must include lyrics.
○ If you are simply going to write the songs without recording any performance, you should
compose a minimum of five (5) songs.

★ Trading Cards
○ Create a collection of trading cards based on the characters from your novel.
○ The front side of each card should feature a photo or illustration of the character. The back side
of each card should feature a short bio, strengths, weaknesses, allies, and enemies. Also include
one quote from the character, cited from the novel.
○ Your collection should be well-designed, colorful, and detailed. Each card should be at least 3” x
5” in size.
○ This project should be chosen for novels that have at least five major characters.

Task 1
How to Read Literature Like A Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
Annotation Focus/Dialectical Journal Template
Directions: While you read this book, you may either do an annotation on
the physical book or complete a dialectical journal. See instructions for
each below.
If you are annotating a physical copy of this book, your annotation focus
and some helpful guidelines are listed below.
-

OR -

If you are completing a dialectical journal, use the dialectical journal
template that can be found in the following pages.

Annotation Focus: What is Foster teaching his reader about how to interpret literature, and how
does he illustrate his points?
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page. Some good strategies for annotating:
● Question → ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ What does he mean by “Western culture”?
● Clarify → answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ Western culture = traditions, customs, beliefs associated with Europe
● Connect → make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ Mr. Santoni said this in class when we were reading Sula.
● Evaluate → make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
○ Good point. Never thought of it like this.
Annotating a book is like having a conversation with it as you read! See an example of an annotated
page from How to Read Literature Like a Professor on the following page.

Sample Annotation Page:
How to Read Literature Like a Professor

Dialectical Journal
The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation
involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with
the text you are reading this summer.
PROCEDURE:
As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of the
chart. Include the page number. In the right column, write your response to the text
(ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage).
● You must label your responses using the following codes:
○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say

How to Read Literature Like a Professor
Dialectical Journal
Quote
Ex: “The class and I are reading A
Raisin in the Sun…”

Page #
3

Code
C

Response
I read this play in the 8th grade. We had
to act out some of the scenes!

Need more rows? Place cursor in last box above → Click “Tab”

Task 2
Novel Choice
Annotation Focus/Dialectical Journal Template
Directions: While you read your novel, you may either do an annotation
on the physical book or complete a dialectical journal. See instructions
for each below.
If you are annotating a physical copy of this book, your annotation focus
and some helpful guidelines are listed below.
-

OR -

If you are completing a dialectical journal, use the dialectical journal
template that can be found in the following pages.

Annotation Focus: How does the author develop the novel’s major literary elements such as theme,
motif, and characterization?
You must have at least one marginal annotation per page. Some good strategies for annotating:
● Question → ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ What does “sodden” mean?
● Clarify → answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ sodden = soaked
● Connect → make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ My sister likes to gossip like this character.
● Identify → name literary and rhetorical techniques as you recognize them
○ This is personification!
● Predict → make a prediction about the plot or characters
○ I think these two characters are going to fall in love.
● Evaluate → make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
○ men = dreamers? Not sure I agree.
Annotating a novel is like having a conversation with it as you read! See an example of an
annotated page from a novel on the following page.

Sample Annotation Page:
Novel

Dialectical Journal
The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation
involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with
the text you are reading this summer.
PROCEDURE:
As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of the
chart. Include the page number. In the right column, write your response to the text
(ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage).
● You must label your responses using the following codes:
○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (I) Identify - name literary and rhetorical techniques as you recognize them
○ (P) Predict - predict what will happen in the plot or to the characters
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say

Novel Title:
Dialectical Journal
Quote
Ex: “His dreams mocked to death by
Time.”

Page #
3

Code
I

Response
This is personification. I can tell
because Time is being given human
qualities. Another hint is that the word
is capitalized like a person’s name.

Need more rows? Place cursor in last box above → Click “Tab”

