2021-2022 11th Grade Summer Reading
Dear Matriculating Juniors,
Congratulations! You have successfully met the criteria to advance into your junior year of high school. As its
name suggests, junior year is sort of a JV year to senior year. This is your chance to put your best foot forward
and start making tangible steps toward your future! What you do, or don’t do, today, paves the way for your
college applications and post high school plans right now. As you embark on your journey this year, you will
begin to consider how your identity fits into your society, a theme we will revisit throughout multiple points in
the year and a theme that will always be present in your life.
One of our primary goals is to develop lifelong readers and learners. In addition to this, as rising juniors, our
goal is to prepare you for the rigor and critical thinking that will be expected of you in college and the real
world. Summer reading is an opportunity for you to practice the comprehension, analytical, and annotation
skills learned throughout the year while reading a thought-provoking and enjoyable book. Your assignment
consists of three parts, (1) one book required of all incoming juniors, (2) a book or movie chosen from a list of
options, and (3) a creative project based on your chosen text. These texts were selected to provide a common
foundation and reference for all incoming juniors and will be referenced throughout the year. Keep in mind
that this assignment is a chance for you to put your best foot forward and show me more about yourself!
Due to our unique circumstances this year and understanding the challenges of distance learning, I am
asking for you to turn in a creative assignment based on the book or movie you choose from the list. There are
many ways to complete this assignment and turn it in via email.
Possible platforms and links to your final creative assignment might include Spotify, Instagram, Twitter,
Canva.com, and more! You can read more information on the specifics of the creative assignment below.
Please turn in your summer assignment on the first day of school. Your grade will be deducted 10 points for
each day late. Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to email me. We look forward to building on the
foundation you have helped establish during the summer.
Sincerely,

Ms. Gilbert
11th Grade ELA Teacher
BelovED Community Charter School
sgilbert@belovedccs.org

Part I: Non- Fiction Text
PART I: Non-Fiction Text
Habits Book:
~ How to Read Literature Like a Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
A thoroughly revised and updated edition of Thomas C. Foster's classic guide—a lively and entertaining
introduction to literature and literary basics, including symbols, themes, and contexts. How to Read Literature
Like a Professor helps us to discover those hiddentruths by looking at literature with the eyes—and the literary
codes—of the ultimate professional reader: the college professor. What does it mean when a literary hero travels
along a dusty road? When he hands a drink to his companion? When he's drenched in a sudden rain shower?
Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, Thomas C. Foster provides us witha
broad overview of literature—a world where a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion,
and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just a shower—and shows us how to make our reading
experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.
Every junior will be expected to have read the above book: How to Read Literature like a Professorby
Thomas C. Foster
We will be using this text and referencing it in class throughout the year as a base point in how to
approach the literature we will be reading. It isvery important that you read this book and annotate the
assigned chapters. These annotations will be taken up and graded on your first day of class.
1) Hard Copy of Book in Your Hands:
Make sure to annotate in margins for:
a) main ideas and definitions of each chapter
b) useful tips Foster gives for reading literature
c) important skills Foster explains that professors readfor
2) Digital Copy of Book on PDF:
Make sure to highlight passages your annotations correspond to in the digital copy
Create a copy of this Online Annotation Template and record your annotations of:
a) main ideas and definitions of each chapter
b) useful tips Foster gives for reading literature
c) important skills Foster explains that professors readfor

Part II: Fiction Text (Choose ONE book OR movie)

(Choose 1 book OR 1 movie)
Literature Options:
~ Slaughterhouse Fiveby Kurt Vonnegut
Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books. Centering on the infamous
World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel isthe result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a
twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It
combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy Pilgrim,a
barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiencesthe
destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut,he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.”

~ How Long Till Black Future Month?
by N.K. Jemisin
Being active in the American science fiction and fantasy writing community and having experienced the
industry as an African American fan and aspiring writer, Jemisin advocated more representation for minorities
in literature and being critical of portraying harmful stereotypes. Ranging in topic, this collection ofshort
stories takes readers far beyond the Earth we knowand live in from a story of a woman worker who decides to

rebel after working for years to assist members of a parasitic species transitioning into new human bodies to a
story of practitioner of magic in Alabama who confronts a fairy woman seeking to take one of her children.

~ Jane Unlimited by Kristin Cashore
If you could change your story, would you? Jane has lived a mostly ordinary life, raised by her recently
deceased aunt Magnolia, whom she counted on to turnlife into an adventure. Without Aunt Magnolia, Janeis
directionless. Then an old acquaintance, the glamorous and capricious Kiran Thrash, blows back into Jane’s
life and invites her to a gala at the Thrashes’ extravagant island mansion called Tu Reviens. Jane remembers
her aunt telling her: “If anyone ever invites you to Tu Reviens, promise me that you’ll go.” What Janedoesn’t
know is that at Tu Reviens her story will change;the house will offer her five choices that could ultimately
determine the course of her untethered life. But everychoice comes with a price. She might fall in love, she
might lose her life, she might come face-to-face with herself. At Tu Reviens, anything is possible.
~ Alif the Unseen by G. Willow Wilson
In an unnamed Middle Eastern security state, a youngArab-Indian hacker shields his clients—dissidents,
outlaws, Islamists, and other watched groups—fromsurveillance and tries to stay out of trouble. Hegoes by
Alif—the first letter of the Arabic alphabet, and a convenient handle to hide behind. The aristocratic woman Alif
loves has jilted him for a prince chosen by her parents, and his computer has just been breached by the state’s
electronic security force, putting his clients and his own neck on the line. Then it turns out his lover’s new fiancé
is the "Hand of God," as they call the head of state security, and his henchmen come after Alif, driving him
underground. When Alif discovers The Thousand and One Days, the secret book of the jinn, which bothhe and
the Hand suspect may unleash a new level of informationtechnology, the stakes are raised and Alif must
struggle for life or death, aided by forces seen and unseen.
~ The House of the Spiritsby Isabelle Allende
Isabel Allende weaves a luminous tapestry of three generations of the Trueba family, revealing both triumphs
and tragedies. Here is patriarch Esteban, whose wilddesires and political machinations are tempered only by
his love for his ethereal wife, Clara, a woman touched by an otherworldly hand. Their daughter, Blanca,whose
forbidden love for a man Esteban has deemed unworthyinfuriates her father, yet will produce his greatest joy:
his granddaughter Alba, a beautiful, ambitious girl who will lead the family and their country into a
revolutionary future. The House of the Spirits isan enthralling saga that spans decades and lives, twining the
personal and the political into an epic novel of love, magic, and fate.
~ After Darkby Haruki Murakami
Set in Tokyo in the middle of night are two sisters—Eri, a fashion model slumbering her way into oblivion, and
Mari, a young student soon led from solitary reading at an anonymous Denny’s toward people whose livesare
radically alien to her own: a jazz trombonist who claims they’ve met before, a burly female “love hotel” manager

and her maid staff, and a Chinese prostitute savagely brutalized by a businessman. These “night people” are
haunted by secrets and needs that draw them together more powerfully than the differing circumstances that
might keep them apart, and it soon becomes clear that Eri’s slumber—mysteriously tied to the businessman
plagued by the mark of his crime—will either restore or annihilate her.
Movie Options:
~ See You Yesterday (2019) Netflix
Two teenage science prodigies spend every spare minute working on their latest homemade invention:
backpacks that enable time travel. When one of their older brothers is killed, they put their unfinished project to
the test to save him.

~ 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968) Swank
An imposing black structure provides a connection between the past and the future in this enigmatic
adaptation of a short story by revered sci-fi author Arthur C. Clarke. When Dr. Dave Bowman (Keir Dullea)
and
other astronauts are sent on a mysterious mission, their ship's computer system, HAL, begins to display
increasingly strange behavior, leading up to a tense showdown between man and machine that results in a
mind-bending trek through space and time.
~ Interstellar(2014) Swank
In Earth's future, a global crop blight and secondDust Bowl are slowly rendering the planet uninhabitable.
Professor Brand (Michael Caine), a brilliant NASAphysicist, is working on plans to save mankind by
transporting Earth's population to a new home viaa wormhole. But first, Brand must send former NASApilot
Cooper (Matthew McConaughey) and a team of researchersthrough the wormhole and across the galaxy to
find out which of three planets could be mankind's new home.
~ The Farewell(2019) Amazon Prime
A headstrong Chinese-American woman returns to China when her beloved grandmother is diagnosed with
terminal cancer. Billi struggles with her family'sdecision to keep grandma in the dark about her own illness as
they all stage an impromptu wedding to see grandma and celebrate with the family one last time.
~ Rocío(2019) Amazon Prime
Woven from footage collected over a quarter of a century, Rocío is the story of a mother's love and the American
Dream. When doting mother of three, Rocío, is suddenlydiagnosed with terminal kidney cancer, her son Dario
takes a leave of absence from Harvard College to comehome and take care of her. Their battle against the
disease leads them into the world of alternative medicine, where they find hope shimmering at a clinic across
the border. The catch: Pursuing this last chance atsurvival might mean giving up everything they've ever
worked for.

Part III: Creative Assignment
After you have read or watched your second text, choose one of the following creative assignments to
complete based on that text.
●

Make a copy of this Summer Creative Assignment Template and include links to your
assignment as well as the writing portion of your reflection

●

Share with me once you are finished: sgilbert@belovedccs.org

Assignment: Choose 1
~ Playlist:Create a playlist or soundtrack for your movie or book. If you chose a movie, the playlistyou create
must be different and made by you from the official movie soundtrack. Each track should represent a deeper
meaning, mood, theme, character, motif, dialogue, or plot of the text you chose. This could be that the lyrics
represent something related to the text or the musical sounds represent what you would imagine the book or
dialogue would sound like if it was music. You will create a playlist of 10 tracks minimum and submit a link to
the playlist and four paragraphs about why you chose the songs you did on the first day of school.
Possible ways to make a playlist include:
●

Spotify (free with ads)

●

Youtube playlist

●

Google document with links to each youtube video for the song

●

Burn me a CD! (WHATTT?? Do computers even do thatanymore?)

~ Social media profile: Create a Instagram or Twitteraccount for a character in your novel! Fully immerse
yourself in the characterization of your chosen character and create 10 Instagram or 20 Tweetsfor your profile.
These social media posts should align to things your chosen character would like, say, think, or interact with on
social media. You may incorporate gifs, videos, pictures, or reposts as well. Make sure the profile is public and
you will submit the link to the profile and four paragraphs about why you chose the posts you did on the first
day of school.
~ Visual One Pager:Create a one page poster that visually represents the major mood, theme, character, motif,
dialogue, and plot of your chosen text. Utilize photos from the internet or photos that you take yourself of
people, places, things, and moods to communicate the major points of the text. You will submit a link to the
document and six paragraphs about why each photo or element of the one pager relates and represents your
text on the first day of school.
~ Song, lyrics, poem: Write a song, lyrics to a song, or a poem (40 lines minimum) to represent a major mood,
theme, character, motif, dialogue, or plot of your chosen text. Then write four paragraphs explaining how the
song, lyrics, or poem relates and represents your text to turn in on the first day of school.

