2021-2022 11th Grade Summer Reading
Dear Matriculating Juniors,
Congratulations! You have successfully met the criteria to advance into your junior year of high school. As its
name suggests, junior year is sort of a JV year to senior year. This is your chance to put your best foot forward
and start making tangible steps toward your future! What you do, or don’t do, today, paves the way for your
college applications and post high school plans right now. As you embark on your journey this year, you will
begin to consider how your identity fits into your society, a theme we will revisit throughout multiple points in
the year and a theme that will always be present in your life.
One of our primary goals is to develop lifelong readers and learners. In addition to this, as rising juniors, our
goal is to prepare you for the rigor and critical thinking that will be expected of you in college and the real
world. Summer reading is an opportunity for you to practice the comprehension, analytical, and annotation
skills learned throughout the year while reading a thought-provoking and enjoyable book. Your assignment
consists of three parts, (1) one book required of all incoming juniors, (2) a book chosen from a list of options,
and (3) a creative project based on your chosen text. These texts were selected to provide a common
foundation and reference for all incoming juniors and will be referenced throughout the year. Keep in mind
that this assignment is a chance for you to put your best foot forward and show me more about yourself!
Due to our unique circumstances this year and understanding the challenges of distance learning, I am
asking for you to turn in a creative assignment based on the book you choose from the list. There are many
ways to complete this assignment and turn it in via email, and we will do a more thorough analytical
assignment when you come back in September!.
Possible platforms and links to your final creative assignment might include Spotify, Instagram, Twitter,
Canva.com, and more! You can read more information on the specifics of the creative assignment below.
Please turn in your summer assignment on the first day of school. Your grade will be deducted 10 points for
each day late. Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to email me. We look forward to building on the
foundation you have helped establish during the summer.
Sincerely,

Ms. Harris
11th Grade ELA Teacher
BelovED Community Charter School
wharris@belovedccs.org

Part I: Non- Fiction Text
PART I: Non-Fiction Text
Habits Book:
~ How to Read Literature Like a Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
A thoroughly revised and updated edition of Thomas C. Foster's classic guide—a lively and entertaining
introduction to literature and literary basics, including symbols, themes, and contexts. How to Read Literature
Like a Professor helps us to discover those hiddentruths by looking at literature with the eyes—and the literary
codes—of the ultimate professional reader: the college professor. What does it mean when a literary hero travels
along a dusty road? When he hands a drink to his companion? When he's drenched in a sudden rain shower?
Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, Thomas C. Foster provides us witha
broad overview of literature—a world where a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion,
and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just a shower—and shows us how to make our reading
experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.
Every junior will be expected to have read chapters 1-14 from the above book: How to Read Literaturelike

a Professorby Thomas C. Foster
We will be using this text and referencing it in class throughout the year as a base point in how to
approach the literature we will be reading. It isvery important that you read this book and annotate the
assigned chapters. These annotations will be taken up and graded on your first day of class.
1) Hard Copy of Book in Your Hands:
Make sure to annotate in margins for:
a) main ideas and definitions of each chapter
b) useful tips Foster gives for reading literature
c) important skills Foster explains that professors readfor
2) Digital Copy of Book on PDF:
Make sure to highlight passages your annotations correspond to in the digital copy
Create a copy of this Online Annotation Template and record your annotations of:
a) main ideas and definitions of each chapter
b) useful tips Foster gives for reading literature
c) important skills Foster explains that professors readfor

Part II: Fiction Text (Choose ONE book OR movie)

(Choose 1 book OR 1 movie)
Literature Options:
~ We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be KilledWith Our Familiesby Philip Gourevitch
In April of 1994, the government of Rwanda calledon everyone in the Hutu majority to kill everyonein the Tutsi
minority. Over the next three months, 800,000 Tutsis were murdered in the most unambiguous case of
genocide since Hitler's war against the Jews. PhilipGourevitch's haunting work is an anatomy of the killings in
Rwanda, a vivid history of the genocide's background, and an unforgettable account of what it means to
survive in its aftermath.

~ I Am Malalaby Malala Yousafzai, Christina Lamb
I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after midday.
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refusedto be
silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she
almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from

school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an
extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in NewYork.
At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize
laureate. I Am Malalais the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls'
education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and
attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons.

~ Hidden Girl: The True Story of a Modern-Day ChildSlave by Shyima Hall, Lisa Wysocky
An inspiring and compelling memoir from a young woman who lost her childhood to slavery—and built a new
life grounded in determination and justice. Shyima Hall was born in Egypt on September 29, 1989, theseventh
child of desperately poor parents. When she was eight, her parents sold her into slavery. Shyima then moved
two hours away to Egypt’s capitol city of Cairo tolive with a wealthy family and serve them eighteen hours a
day, seven days a week. When she was ten, her captors moved to Orange County, California, and smuggled
Shyima with them. Two years later, an anonymous call from a neighbor brought about the end of Shyima’s
servitude—but her journey to true freedom was far from over. A volunteer at her local police department since
she was a teenager, Shyima is passionate about helping to rescue others who are in bondage. Now a US
citizen, she regularly speaks out about human trafficking and intends to one day become an immigration
officer. In Hidden Girl, Shyima candidly reveals howshe overcame her harrowing circumstances and brings
vital awareness to a timely and relevant topic.
~ A Night Dividedby Jennifer A. Nielsen
From NYT bestselling author Jennifer A. Nielsen comesa stunning thriller about a girl who must escape to
freedom after the Berlin Wall divides her family betweeneast and west. With the rise of the Berlin Wall,
twelve-year-old Gerta finds her family suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live on the
eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her fatherand middle brother, who had gone west in search of work,
cannot return home. Gerta knows it is dangerous to watch the wall, to think forbidden thoughts of freedom, yet
she can't help herself. She sees the East German soldierswith their guns trained on their own citizens; she, her
family, her neighbors and friends are prisoners in their own city. But one day, while on her way toschool, Gerta
spots her father on a viewing platform on the western side, pantomiming a peculiar dance. Then, when she
receives a mysterious drawing, Gerta puts two and two together and concludes that her father wants Gerta and
Fritz to tunnel beneath the wall, out of East Berlin.However, if they are caught, the consequences will be deadly.
No one can be trusted. Will Gerta and her family find their way to freedom?
~ People Kill Peopleby Ellen Hopkins
People kill people. Guns just make it easier. A gun is sold in the classifieds after killing a spouse, bought by a
teenager for needed protection. But which was it?Each has the incentive to pick up a gun, to fire it. Was it Rand
or Cami, married teenagers with a young son? Was it Silas or Ashlyn, members of a white supremacist youth

organization? Daniel, who fears retaliation becauseof his race, who possessively clings to Grace, the love of
his life? Or Noelle, who lost everything after a devastatingaccident, and has sunk quietly into depression? One
tense week brings all six people into close contact in a town wrought with political and personal tensions.
Someone will fire. And someone will die. But who?
Movie Options:
~ Milk(2009) Amazon
Milk is a 2009 American biographical film based on the life of gay rights activist and politician HarveyMilk,
who was the first openly gay person to be elected to public office in California, as a member of the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors.

~ The Death and Life of Marsha P. Johnson
(2017) Netflix
The Death and Life of Marsha P. Johnson
is a 2017 American documentary film directed by David France.It
chronicles Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, prominentfigures in gay liberation and transgender rights
movement in New York City from the 1960s to the 1990sand co-founders of Street Transvestite Action
Revolutionaries. The film centers on activist Victoria Cruz's investigation into Johnson's death in 1992, which
was initially ruled a suicide by police despite suspicious circumstances.
~ 5 Broken Cameras(2011) Tubi
A documentary on a Palestinian farmer's chronicleof his nonviolent resistance to the actions of the Israeli
army.
Part III: Creative Assignment
After you have read or watched your second text, choose one of the following creative assignments to
complete based on that text.
●

Make a copy of this Summer Creative Assignment Template and include links to your
assignment as well as the writing portion of your reflection

●

Share with me once you are finished: wharris@belovedccs.org

Assignment: Choose 1
~ Playlist:Create a playlist or soundtrack for your movie or book. If you chose a movie, the playlistyou create
must be different and made by you from the official movie soundtrack. Each track should represent a deeper
meaning, mood, theme, character, motif, dialogue, or plot of the text you chose. This could be that the lyrics
represent something related to the text or the musical sounds represent what you would imagine the book or
dialogue would sound like if it was music. You will create a playlist of 10 tracks minimum and submit a link to
the playlist and two paragraphs about why you chose the songs you did on the first day of school.

Possible ways to make a playlist include:
●

Spotify (free with ads)

●

Youtube playlist

●

Google document with links to each youtube video for the song

●

Burn me a CD! (WHATTT?? Do computers even do thatanymore?)

~ Social media profile: Create a Instagram or Twitteraccount for a character in your novel! Fully immerse
yourself in the characterization of your chosen character and create 10 Instagram or 20 Tweetsfor your profile.
These social media posts should align to things your chosen character would like, say, think, or interact with on
social media. You may incorporate gifs, videos, pictures, or reposts as well. Make sure the profile is public and
you will submit the link to the profile and four paragraphs about why you chose the posts you did on the first
day of school.
~ Visual One Pager:Create a one page poster that visually represents the major mood, theme, character, motif,
dialogue, and plot of your chosen text. Utilize photos from the internet or photos that you take yourself of
people, places, things, and moods to communicate the major points of the text. You will submit a link to the
document and six paragraphs about why each photo or element of the one pager relates and represents your
text on the first day of school.
~ Song, lyrics, poem: Write a song, lyrics to a song, or a poem (40 lines minimum) to represent a major mood,
theme, character, motif, dialogue, or plot of your chosen text. Then write two paragraphs explaining how the
song, lyrics, or poem relates and represents your text to turn in on the first day of school.

