2021-2022 AP Language Summer Reading
Dear Matriculating Juniors,
Congratulations! You have successfully met the criteria to advance into your junior year of high school. As its
name suggests, junior year is sort of a JV year to senior year. This is your chance to put your best foot forward
and start making tangible steps toward your future! What you do, or don’t do, today, paves the way for your
college applications and post high school plans right now. As you embark on your journey this year, you will
begin to consider how your identity fits into your society, a theme we will revisit throughout multiple points in
the year and a theme that will always be present in your life.
One of our primary goals is to develop lifelong readers and learners. In addition to this, as rising juniors, our
goal is to prepare you for the rigor and critical thinking that will be expected of you in college and the real
world. Summer reading is an opportunity for you to practice the comprehension, analytical, and annotation
skills learned throughout the year while reading a thought-provoking and enjoyable book. Your assignment
consists of three parts, (1) one book required of all incoming juniors, (2) a book chosen from a list of options,
and (3) a creative project based on your chosen text. These texts were selected to provide a common
foundation and reference for all incoming juniors and will be referenced throughout the year. Keep in mind
that this assignment is a chance for you to put your best foot forward and show me more about yourself!
Due to our unique circumstances this year and understanding the challenges of distance learning, I am
asking for you to turn in a creative assignment based on the book you choose from the list. There are many
ways to complete this assignment and turn it in via email, and we will do a more thorough analytical
assignment when you come back in September!.
Possible platforms and links to your final creative assignment might include Spotify, Instagram, Twitter,
Canva.com, and more! You can read more information on the specifics of the creative assignment below.
Please turn in your summer assignment on the first day of school. Your grade will be deducted 10 points for
each day late. Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to email me. We look forward to building on the
foundation you have helped establish during the summer.
Sincerely,

Ms. Harris
11th Grade ELA Teacher
BelovED Community Charter School
wharris@belovedccs.org

Part I: Non- Fiction Text
PART I: Non-Fiction Text
Habits Book:
~ How to Read Literature Like a Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
A thoroughly revised and updated edition of Thomas C. Foster's classic guide—a lively and entertaining
introduction to literature and literary basics, including symbols, themes, and contexts. How to Read Literature
Like a Professor helps us to discover those hiddentruths by looking at literature with the eyes—and the literary
codes—of the ultimate professional reader: the college professor. What does it mean when a literary hero travels
along a dusty road? When he hands a drink to his companion? When he's drenched in a sudden rain shower?
Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, Thomas C. Foster provides us witha
broad overview of literature—a world where a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion,
and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just a shower—and shows us how to make our reading
experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.
Every junior will be expected to have read the above book: How to Read Literature like a Professorby
Thomas C. Foster
We will be using this text and referencing it in class throughout the year as a base point in how to
approach the literature we will be reading. It isvery important that you read this book and annotate the
assigned chapters. These annotations will be taken up and graded on your first day of class.
1) Hard Copy of Book in Your Hands:
Make sure to annotate in margins for:
a) main ideas and definitions of each chapter
b) useful tips Foster gives for reading literature
c) important skills Foster explains that professors readfor
2) Digital Copy of Book on PDF:
Make sure to highlight passages your annotations correspond to in the digital copy
Create a copy of this Online Annotation Template and record your annotations of:
a) main ideas and definitions of each chapter
b) useful tips Foster gives for reading literature
c) important skills Foster explains that professors readfor

Part II: Fiction Text (Choose ONE book)

(Choose 1 book)

~ Go Tell It on the Mountainby James Baldwin
Go Tell It On The Mountain,first published in 1953, is Baldwin's first major work, a semi-autobiographicalnovel
that has established itself as an American classic. With lyrical precision, psychological directness, resonating
symbolic power, and a rage that is at once unrelenting and compassionate, Baldwin chronicles a
fourteen-year-old boy's discovery of the terms of his identity as the stepson of the minister of a storefront
Pentecostal church in Harlem one Saturday in Marchof 1935. Baldwin's rendering of his protagonist'sspiritual,
sexual, and moral struggle of self-invention opened new possibilities in the American language and in the way
Americans understand themselves.
~ Giovanni’s Roomby James Baldwin
Baldwin's haunting and controversial second novel is his most sustained treatment of sexuality, and a classic of
gay literature. In a 1950s Paris swarming with expatriatesand characterized by dangerous liaisons and
hidden violence, an American finds himself unable to repress his impulses, despite his determination to live the
conventional life he envisions for himself. After meeting and proposing to a young woman, he falls into a
lengthy affair with an Italian bartender and is confoundedand tortured by his sexual identity as he oscillates
between the two. Examining the mystery of love andpassion in an intensely imagined narrative, Baldwin
creates a moving and complex story of death and desire that is revelatory in its insight.
~ Another Country by James Baldwin
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Set in Greenwich Village,
Harlem, and France, among other locales, Another Countryis a novel of passions--sexual, racial, political,
artistic--that is stunning for its emotional intensity and haunting sensuality, depicting men and women, blacks
and whites, stripped of their masks of gender and race by love and hatred at the most elemental and sublime.
In a small set of friends, Baldwin imbues the bestand worst intentions of liberal America in the early 1970s.

~ The Fire Next Timeby James Baldwin
A national bestseller when it first appeared in 1963, The Fire Next Timegalvanized the nation and gave
passionate voice to the emerging civil rights movement. At once a powerful evocation of James Baldwin’s early
life in Harlem and a disturbing examination of theconsequences of racial injustice, the book is an intensely
personal and provocative document. It consists oftwo “letters,” written on the occasion of the centennial of the
Emancipation Proclamation, that exhort Americans,both black and white, to attack the terrible legacy of racism.
Described by The New York Times Book Review as “sermon,ultimatum, confession, deposition, testament, and
chronicle…all presented in searing, brilliant prose,” The Fire Next Time stands as a classic of our literature.
~ Tell Me How Long the Train’s Been Gone
by James Baldwin
At the height of his theatrical career, the actor Leo Proudhammer is nearly felled by a heart attack.As he hovers
between life and death, Baldwin shows the choicesthat have made him enviably famous and terrifyingly
vulnerable. For between Leo's childhood on the streetsof Harlem and his arrival into the intoxicating worldof
the theater lies a wilderness of desire and loss, shame and rage. An adored older brother vanishes into prison.
There are love affairs with a white woman and a younger black man, each of whom will make irresistible claims
on Leo's loyalty. And everywhere there is the anguishof being black in a society that at times seems poised on
the brink of total racial war. Overpowering in its vitality, extravagant in the intensity of its feeling, Tell Me How
Long the Train's Been Gone is a major work of Americanliterature.
~ If Beale Street Could Talkby James Baldwin
In this honest and stunning novel, James Baldwin hasgiven America a moving story of love in the face of
injustice. Told through the eyes of Tish, a nineteen-year-old girl, in love with Fonny, a young sculptor who isthe
father of her child, Baldwin's story mixes the sweetand the sad. Tish and Fonny have pledged to get married,
but Fonny is falsely accused of a terrible crime andimprisoned. Their families set out to clear his name, and as
they face an uncertain future, the young lovers experience a kaleidoscope of emotions-affection, despair, and
hope. In a love story that evokes the blues, wherepassion and sadness are inevitably intertwined, Baldwinhas
created two characters so alive and profoundly realized that they are unforgettably ingrained in the American
psyche.

Part III: Creative Assignment

After you have read or watched your second text, choose one of the following creative assignments to
complete based on that text.
●

Make a copy of this Summer Creative Assignment Template and include links to your
assignment as well as the writing portion of your reflection

●

Share with me once you are finished: wharris@belovedccs.org

Assignment: Choose 1
~ Playlist:Create a playlist or soundtrack for your movie or book. If you chose a movie, the playlistyou create
must be different and made by you from the official movie soundtrack. Each track should represent a deeper
meaning, mood, theme, character, motif, dialogue, or plot of the text you chose. This could be that the lyrics
represent something related to the text or the musical sounds represent what you would imagine the book or
dialogue would sound like if it was music. You will create a playlist of 10 tracks minimum and submit a link to
the playlist and four paragraphs about why you chose the songs you did on the first day of school.
Possible ways to make a playlist include:
●

Spotify (free with ads)

●

Youtube playlist

●

Google document with links to each youtube video for the song

●

Burn me a CD! (WHATTT?? Do computers even do thatanymore?)

~ Social media profile: Create a Instagram or Twitteraccount for a character in your novel! Fully immerse
yourself in the characterization of your chosen character and create 10 Instagram or 20 Tweetsfor your profile.
These social media posts should align to things your chosen character would like, say, think, or interact with on
social media. You may incorporate gifs, videos, pictures, or reposts as well. Make sure the profile is public and
you will submit the link to the profile and four paragraphs about why you chose the posts you did on the first
day of school.
~ Song, lyrics, poem: Write a song, lyrics to a song, or a poem (40 lines minimum) to represent a major mood,
theme, character, motif, dialogue, or plot of your chosen text. Then write four paragraphs explaining how the
song, lyrics, or poem relates and represents your text to turn in on the first day of school.

