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Creating leaders, one child at a time!

A Note from Our Principals

Home
Of the

Dear Acres Green Families,
The first day of school is quickly approaching and we’re excited to get the new
school year started! We hope you’ve taken time for vacation, family, and friends.
Welcome back for the 2018/19 school year!
We have some of our staff moving on to pursue other job opportunities or because
of life changes. We are sad to see the following staff leave us – Mrs. Stone, our
health assistant, Mrs. Azgur, Discovery teacher, Mrs. Griffith, librarian assistant,
Ms. Parrish, psychologist, Mrs. Schneider, SSN Educational Assistant, Allie
Schwall, 1st grade teacher and Austin Hachmeister, B.A.S.E. Manager. We thank
them for their time and service at Acres Green!
Mrs. Tinker is returning to her former position of a Discovery teacher (3rd/4th grade)
and Mrs. Braun will be our Librarian.

13524 Acres Green Drive
Littleton, CO 80124
Principal

Gina Smith
Assistant Principal

Louise Wacaser

We’ve hired some great new staff members. Please welcome:
Stephanie Smit, psychologist
June Gornell, PM Kindergarten teacher
For those new to Acres Green Elementary, we are a Leader in Me school. We
incorporate Stephen Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effective People into the
curriculum. It teaches our students that they can all be leaders and encourages them
to take ownership of their learning. We’ve included an insert outlining the 7 Habits
in this mailer. We are proud to continue the honor of being recognized as a Leader
in Me Lighthouse School for the last 4 years. This honor denotes our commitment
to seeing every student as a leader and working to provide everyone opportunities to
grow their skills and abilities!
Continued on next page……………….
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A Note from Our Principals
On Wednesday, August 8th, we will have a Meet ‘n Greet from 5-6:30 p.m. This is
an opportunity to stop by and briefly meet your child’s teacher and drop off school
supplies. At our Back to School Night on Wednesday, August 22nd, you will have
more time to learn about our curriculum and classroom procedures.
Upcoming dates:
August 8th – Meet ‘n Greet, 5 - 6:30 p.m.
August 9th – First Day of School
August 22nd – Back to School Night, 5:30 – 7 p.m.
August 22nd & 23rd – School Pictures
August 14th - PTO Meeting, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
SAC Meeting
Important numbers to know:
Front office – 303-387-7125, press 0
Attendance line – 303-387-7127
Cafeteria – 303-387-7148
Library – 303-387-7125, press 3
B.A.S.E. – 303-387-7125, press 2
For school supplies, the link is on our website - https://www.dcsdk12.org/school/
acres-green-elementary-school/school-supplies-2017-18. We’ve also included a
paper copy in this mailing. If you ordered an Edu-Kit, they will be delivered to your
child’s classroom.
For the school cafeteria menus and how to prepay your child’s lunch account, please go
to: http://dcsdnutritionservices.org/ . For our families that qualify for Free or
Reduced Lunch, please remember you have to fill out the application every school
year, unless your received a notification letter that your child was directly certified for
the 17/18 school year. There is a link to more information and the application at the
above website (top of the page, on the right). Once you have received your
confirmation letter, please bring a copy to our front office and we will make sure our
cafeteria manager, Jeana Loupe receives it. If you need assistance, please contact our
front office – 303-387-7125.
For information about the school bus, routes, and how to pay, please go to the
following link: https://www.dcsdk12.org/transportation .
We have a new student cell phone policy for the 18/19 school year. Please read the
enclosed letter explaining more.
August is hot in Colorado. Please send your child with a labeled water bottle. They can
fill them up at our water fountains. We want them to stay hydrated and healthy.
Safety is important at Acres Green. You can help us by reviewing with your child how
they will be picked up (car, bus, attending B.A.S.E. or walking). Please let your child’s
teacher know how they will be going home (especially for our kindergarten – 2nd grade
students).
Continued on next page……………….
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A Note from Our Principals
We are thankful to have a very supportive Parent Teacher Organization! We hope you will consider attending
one of their meetings and help out with their sponsored fundraising and activities. Please see the insert in this
mailing for more information.
You should have received an email directing you to complete Express Check-In and pay fees. You will find
both links on the front page of our website https://engaged.dcsdk12.org. If you have not received that email,
first check your junk/spam to see if it might have gone there. If not, contact our front office to make sure we
have the correct email. We communicate by email weekly throughout the school year. Please look for our
weekly updates and our monthly e-newsletters. If you have received this letter in the mail and you do not have
an email address, please contact Marilou Berg 303-387-7129 to let her know to send information by paper only.
Please let us know if you have any questions. All of us at Acres Green are looking forward to a wonderful
school year!
Gina Smith, Principal
gina.smith@dcsdk12.org
Louise Wacaser, Assistant Principal
louise.wacaser@dcsdk12.org
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7 Habits
Habit 1 — Be Proactive
You're in Charge
I am a responsible person. I take initiative. I choose
my actions, attitudes, and moods. I do not blame others for my wrong actions. I do the right thing without
being asked, even when no one is looking.

Habit 2 — Begin With the End in Mind
Have a Plan
I plan ahead and set goals. I do things that have
meaning and make a difference. I am an important
part of my classroom and contribute to my school’s

Habit 5 — Seek First to Understand, Then
to Be Understood
Listen Before You Talk
I listen to other people’s ideas and feelings. I try
to see things from their viewpoints. I listen to
others without interrupting. I am confident in
voicing my ideas. I look people in the eyes when
talking.

Habit 6 — Synergize
Together Is Better

Habit 3 — Put First Things First
Work First, Then Play
I spend my time on things that are most important.
This means I say no to things I know I should not do.
I set priorities, make a schedule, and follow my plan.
I am disciplined and organized.

I value other people’s strengths and learn from
them. I get along well with others, even people
who are different from me. I work well in groups.
I seek out other people’s ideas to solve problems
because I know that by teaming with others, we
can create better solutions than anyone of us can
alone. I am humble.

Habit 7 — Sharpen the Saw
Habit 4 — Think Win-Win

Balance Feels Best

Everyone Can Win

I take care of my body by eating right, exercising,
and getting sleep. I spend time with family and
friends. I learn in lots of ways and lots of places,
not just at school. I find meaningful ways to help
others.

I balance courage for getting what I want with
consideration for what others want. I make deposits in
others’ Emotional Bank Accounts. When conflicts
arise, I look for Third Alternatives.
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Acres Green PTO
Community Events

Get geared up for the school year with a free family movie night outside on the athletic
field on Monday August 6th at around 7:30pm. Bring blankets and chairs. Kona Ice will
be there too! (Note: we are doing this earlier than we did last year in hopes that the
weather will cooperate and it won’t be too windy.)

Let your kids do all or some of their holiday shopping at our Holiday Shop, after school
during early December (dates to be announced. This is a great opportunity for kids to
learn about making spending decisions and how to spend their money.

Join us for our literacy and Readers are Leaders nights (dates to be announced). Come
play some games with your kids, get some free pizza for dinner, participate in a book
exchange, and bring a sweet treat to share!
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Acres Green PTO

Fundraising Efforts—Targets for 2018-2019 School Year in Red
Fall Fundraiser: Sales of food, magazine subscriptions, and items for the home. Check out the catalogs at

www.funservicescolorado.com, River City and Today’s Favorites. The school keeps between 40% and 50%
of all sales, and 100% of all straight cash donations. Each $10 cash donation is the equivalent of one item, and
counts towards prizes awarded for funds raised. ($20,000)

Online Auction: This is a small online auction of teacher adventures and a few other great items such as a
family 4-pack of Disneyland passes. It’s free to participate, and the school keeps 100% of the proceeds.
($4,000)

Run4Funds: Students raise money by running during their normal specials class time. This is the PTO’s

biggest spring fundraising event, and it is a really fun day for students, teachers, and parents. The PTO works
with local company Run4Funds, and keeps 65% of all money raised. Every student participates and receives a
t-shirt, with additional prizes awarded based on funds raised. Parents are encouraged to come and help man
the water stations, mark of students’ laps as they complete them, and (of course) cheer for their kids!
($19,000)

Restaurant Nights: Earn money for our school by going out to dinner once a month! ($1,300)
Box Tops/Milk Caps for Moolah: Turn in Box Tops and milk caps from Longmont Dairy to earn money
for the school. Go to www.boxtops4education.com to see a full list of participating products. Download the
Box Tops App for additional fundraising opportunities. ($1,500)

King Soopers/Safeway Gift Cards: Use a reloadable gift card to pay for your groceries, and our school

receives 5% of everything you spend! It’s easy, costs you nothing. It’s something everyone has to do anyway,
and it really adds up. If every family at Acres Green used a gift card to buy their groceries each week,
our school could raise over $100,000 a year!! $100,000 of free money!! Fill out a form and turn it in at the
office to get your card. ($3,500)

Learn More and Get Involved
•

Board meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM in the Learning Commons. All
parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.

•

Every AGE parent is a member of the PTO. Email any board member or acresgreenpto@gmail.com
with questions or comments.

•

Access our Google Drive at https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8bv-yAcjuSVVnViazc5eVc1NVE
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Welcome From Your PTO President
Dear Acres Green Families,
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year and the Acres Green Elementary School Community from your
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)! We hope that the summer has been restful and enjoyable for each family
and child. We look forward to working together with you and each of your families to enrich the experiences
of our children this year. With your involvement, we can continue to support our fantastic staff to create
lasting and meaningful learning experiences for all of our children.
What Does the PTO do?
We work together to raise money for events and materials that enrich the experiences of the children and we
support community events that build connections between school and home.

What can YOU do?
Attend PTO general meetings
and stay informed by reading the
weekly email updates. The PTO
general meetings are a great way
to meet people and to find out
how to participate and volunteer
in the PTO activities and events.
These take place on August 14th,
and the second Tuesday of the
each month following, from 6:307:30 PM at the school. If you are
new to the PTO, please arrive at
6:25 PM for an overview and
orientation to PTO.

Support PTO sponsored fundraisers. We
will offer three primary fundraisers this year
as well as some “passive” fundraising such
as grocery store cards, restaurant nights, and
collection of box-tops & milk bottle lids.
You can make a direct (straight cash)
donation any time, at http://
coloradogives.org/AGE. This is a secure
website administered by the Colorado Gives
foundation. Participation in all fundraisers is
ALWAYS optional! We welcome you to
reach out if you are interested in learning
more about supporting the coordination of
any of these fundraiser! Here is our email
address: acresgreenpto@gmail.com

Participate in PTO
sponsored activities
with your child. These
include a family movie
night at the school on
August 6th, and the
Holiday Shop just
before the winter break.

Stay informed through viewing our google drive to review agendas for upcoming meetings, notes from past
meetings, and our current budget! You can find it here: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B8bvyAcjuSVVnViazc5eVc1NVE
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Acres-Green-Elementary-School-PTO235127090073/
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. We look forward to working with you throughout the year.
On behalf of the PTO, welcome.
Sincerely, Lisa Matter, 2018-2019 PTO President

August 2018

Acres Green Newsletter

Page 10

Shop to Support Acres Green

Do you shop at King Soopers, Safeway or Target?
Did you know that AGE could be earning 1% to 5% of what you spend at these
stores?
King Soopers and Safeway:
Fill out the form below to order a reloadable gift card. The gift cards will be loaded with $5 to start. It is
simple to reload the gift card at the service desk or at the register before you begin your grocery purchase.
Buy as many as you would like for family and friends! Gift cards make great gifts! Acres Green receives 5% of
all the money that is loaded to these cards. Cards are good at all Kroger or Safeway affiliate stores and gas
stations. *If your gift card has sat at a $0 balance for 90 days you will need to order a replacement card.*
Target:
Earning money for AGE requires having a Target REDcard. Once you have a REDcard (debit or credit), go
online to www.target.com/tcoe and follow the steps to select Acres Green as your designated school. Acres
Green will receive 1% on your REDcard purchases at Target and ½% on REDcard Visa purchases made at
other retailers.

Return order form by August 24, 2018 Cards delivered August 30 in child’s folder
Please submit this form with a check made out to AGE PTO for total
Name of Child:_______________________________________________
Child’s teacher:______________________________________________
King Soopers # of cards_________________x$5=________________total
Safeway # of cards_____________________x$5=________________total
Add above totals for total due $____________

Any questions contact Brittaney Lupo EFatAGE@gmail.com
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Come to the Meet ‘n Greet on Thursday, August 8th from 5:00 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. This will give you the opportunity to drop off your school
supplies and briefly meet your teacher.
We can’t wait to see you there!
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Important Information for the 2018/2019 School Year
Regarding Student Use of Phones/Smart Watches at School
Dear Acres Green Families,
I want to make you all aware of an important change to our building policy being put into effect. For the
2018-2019 school year, students will no longer be permitted to carry mobile phones or smart watches
with them during the school day. Between the hours of 8:35 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. student phones and smart
watches are to be either stowed away in backpacks or collected by the classroom teacher. Both before school
and after school, students are welcome to have and use their phones as they wish (in accordance with already
established district and building policies, of course!)
Emergencies and important messages will continued to be handled as they are for students who do not have
a cell phone. Please call the front office at 303-387-7125. Messages are written down and delivered to
classrooms each day. Additionally, all of our classrooms have a phone. Students can use this phone with
permission. Students are also allowed to use the front office phone to call parents or guardians regarding
urgent needs.
Thank you in advance for your understanding as we implement this new policy. We have noticed over the
last few years that cell phones distract from our learning environment. Because of the many apps, social
media temptations, games, camera features and the ability to text friends/others, it is clear that we need to
firm up our management of these devices and set some clear boundaries. We are aligning our policy to
match what is in place at Cresthill Middle School and other elementary schools in the Highlands Ranch
Feeder.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you!
Gina Smith
Principal
grsmith@dcsdk12.org

http://secorcares.com/
We have found a new program to provide food to our families who may need help. It is called Food for
Thought. This program delivers weekly bags that are packed in plastic grocery bags and put in students’ backpacks. Our school will distribute these bags to your oldest or only child at school, every Friday. Each bag may
have 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners and a snack. Some examples may include: oatmeal, Ramen noodles,
mac and cheese, canned soup, rice and beans, canned fruit or veggies, granola bars, peanut butter, etc.
The program will be starting in September 2018. Would your family be interested in participating in this new
program? If you are interested, please contact Michele Buntin at michele.buntin@dcsdk12.org.
Hemos encontrado un nuevo programa para proporcionar alimentos a nuestras familias que pueden necesitar
ayuda. Se llama Food for Thought. Este programa entrega bolsas semanales que se empacan en bolsas de
plástico y se colocan en las mochilas de los estudiantes. Nuestra escuela distribuirá estas bolsas a su hijo/a
mayor o único/a en la escuela, todos los viernes. Cada bolsa puede tener 2 desayunos, 2 almuerzos, 2 cenas y
un bocadillo. Algunos ejemplos pueden incluir: harina de avena, fideos Ramen, mac y queso, sopa enlatada,
arroz y frijoles, fruta o verduras enlatadas, barras de granola, mantequilla de maní, etc.
El programa comenzará en septiembre de 2018. ¿Estaría su familia interesada en participar? en este programa?
Si estás interesado, por favor póngase en contacto con Michele Buntin en michele.buntin@dcsdk12.org.
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Art: Mrs. Koch
We are here to imagine, freely create and learn about art. We are here to communicate ideas about art in a
collaborative and respectful environment. In this class, we will learn about the elements of art, explore a variety of art
mediums and styles. As a class, we will critically think and reflect upon our learning. We will grow from our mistakes.
We will embrace one another’s perspectives as we grow into creative individuals. - AGES Art Mission Statement

Welcome back Acres Green Elementary students! My name is Mrs. Koch (although many of you have
known me in the past as Ms. Stewart) and have been at Acres Green for four years teaching art. Prior to
teaching at AGES, I taught elementary art for two years in Kansas. I’m a Western Michigan University
graduate with a BFA degree in Art Education. I am excited to share another amazing year with you and help
you reach your full artistic potential!
Students will be learning about art history, various elements and principles of art, art techniques and art
applications in everyday life. Primary level classes (K-3rd Grade) will show students how to practice and
experiment with essential fine motor skills such as cutting, coloring, writing, folding, etc. Upper level
classes will help students fine tune their skills in art and practice creative problem solving. We will work on
sculpture, printmaking, weaving, sewing, painting, drawing, glass fusion (4th-6th Grade) and mixed media
projects.
Parents, be sure to check in with the art classroom website to stay updated on upcoming art shows/contests!
Please feel free to contact me with questions/comments at knstewart@dcsdk12.org.

Music: Mrs. Teelucksingh
My name is Jenny Teelucksingh and I am excited to start my third year teaching at Acres Green! I have
taught K-12 music for eight years. I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in music education from Olivet
Nazarene University and a Master of Music degree in voice performance from Roosevelt University. This
summer, I will complete Orff-Schulwerk Level III training at Metropolitan State University of Denver. I am
passionate about music and performance and enjoy working with the Performing Arts Club as well!

In music, students will engage in active, collaborative and creative music making, building musicianship
skills through singing, playing instruments, speech, drama and movement. We will sing, say, dance and play
to explore a variety of musical concepts. Students will participate in cooperative partner and group activities
and will also have opportunities to demonstrate their learning through performance.
Please feel free to email me at jateelucksingh@dcsdk12.org if you have any questions.
I look forward to making music together and having fun!
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Physical Education: Coach Mulready

Welcome back to the 2018-2019 school year at Acres Green Elementary. I’m excited to be a part of this
school year with you. My name is Joe Mulready and this will be my third year at Acres Green Elementary
and my Seventh year of teaching elementary Physical Education. I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in
Exercise Science from Colorado State University – Pueblo and hold a Masters Degree in Coaching and
Athletic Administration from Concordia University – Irvine.
Students will experience different types of physical activities and health/wellness during the course of the
school year. Students will develop several motor skills such as locomotor (skipping, galloping, running, etc) ,
non-locomotor (Twisting, bending, etc) balance, agility, core strength, and physical fitness development. All
of these skills are important to our overall development as a person and our physical well-being. We will
explore and develop several different types of manipulative skills throughout the year. Class covers a variety
of physical education based standards such as movement competence, physical/personal wellness, emotional/
social wellness, and prevention/risk management.
This year we are going to work hard on implementing social emotional wellness into PE. Students will be
able to build relationships, work on their social awareness skills, self management, responsible decision
making, and self awareness skills. These skills are important in life but also very important in a PE
environment.
I’m looking forward to meeting all of you this school year.

If you have any questions for me, please email me at jmulready@dcsdk12.org.

August 8th

Meet ‘n Greet, 5 - 6:30 p.m.

August 9th

First Day of School

August 14th

PTO Meeting, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

August 22nd

Back to School Night, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

August 22nd & 23rd School Pictures
August 14th

PTO Meeting, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
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AGE MOVIE NIGHT

MONDAY, AUGUST 6
7:30pm (approximately)

Bring blankets, lawn chairs, and a picnic to the lower fields at AGE. Enjoy meeting
new friends and watching a movie outdoors on a large inflatable screen.
KONA ICE will be on site to purchase treats
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Lunch Menu
Click here to access the lunch menu.

DCSD App
Download the DCSD App Here.

Parent Portal
Click Here to access the parent portal.

Express Online Payments
Click here for all AGE/DCSD payments.

Follow the Acres Green Elementary
P.T.O. on Facebook.

Sponsorship space in
this newsletter is
extremely affordable!
Reach parents in your
local community &
support schools!
Businesses that want to
sponsor this school,
please contact TSCA at
info@tscaschools.com
or 970-239-1641.

