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Wheeler Elementary School
Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Wheeler Elementary School to provide all students an opportunity to learn in a safe and orderly
environment. To support this vision, the learning environment will provide a variety of learning opportunities in the area of
social/behavioral, literacy, mathematics, problem solving, fine arts, physical education, social studies, science and
technology. We are committed to having every student strive to become a successful lifelong learner

Wheeler School Telephone Numbers
Office: 7933290 Answering machine after hours (Office Hours 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)
Nurse: 7933293
FAX: 7933288
Website: www.plainvilleschools.org
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September 2017
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to School! The information provided in this handbook is in addition to the
common Plainville Elementary School handbook developed for all three elementary schools. It
will provide you with important information for daily routines at school and for events during
the school year. It is intended to inform you about some of the guidelines, procedures and
policies in effect at Wheeler School. For your convenience, there is also a 20172018 school
calendar at the back of the handbook. Please keep track of the dates for holidays and early
dismissals. The refrigerator door is a perfect place to keep this calendar.
Your support and collaboration is valued and critical to your child’s success in school. As we
begin another school year, please feel free to reiterate to your child what I enthusiastically
announce every morning on the PA system: Work hard, make your best effort and be the best
leader of the PACK you can possibly be! I would also encourage you to reach out to your
child’s teacher when you have you a question or a concern. A strong parent/teacher partnership
is paramount to your child’s success in school. You can find email addresses for teachers by
going to the district website, www.plainvilleschools.org, click on “Schools”, then on “Wheeler”
and then on “Staff Directory”.
It is exciting to begin a new school year! Let’s make this school year the BEST one ever!
Andrew Batchelder
Principal
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FRANK T. WHEELER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS: 301 PRE KGrade 5
FACILITY: The Wheeler Elementary School was dedicated in September 1952. It was named in honor
of Plainville civic leader and industrialist, Frank T. Wheeler. A major renovation and addition was
completed in 1994, which included a new gymnasium, music room, library/media center and the
renovation of all existing spaces. The building currently contains 15 classrooms, a library/media center,
gymnasium, computer lab, music and art rooms, and cafeteria.
SCHOOL FACULTY AND STAFF 20152016
Principal
Secretary
Paraprofessional

Office
Office
Office

Mr. Batchelder
Mrs. Daigle
Mrs. Grouten

PreK
PreK

Room 3
Room 4

Mrs. Donovan
Mrs. Mullin

Kindergarten
Kindergarten

Room 12
Room 8

Mrs. R. Miller
Mrs. Penner

Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 1

Room 9
Room 10
Room 6

Mrs. Stringer
Mrs. Mocarsky
Miss Kriscenski

Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 2

Room 11
Room 5
Room 19

Mrs. Giantonio
Ms. Milbrandt
Mrs. Mahtaney

Grade 3
Grade 3
Grade 3

Room 22
Room 16
Room 18

Mrs. Kamens
Mrs. Hitt
Mrs. Crane

Grade 4
Grade 4

Room 17
Room 21

Mrs. Calabro
Ms. Michaud

Grade 5
Grade 5

Room 15
Room 20

Ms. Bartomioli
Mrs. Kyle

Art
Music
Instrumental Music
Physical Education
Library/Media

Room 1
Music Room
Music Room
Gym
Media Center

Mrs. Reed
Ms. Brendel
Mr. Boncimino
Mr. Turcotte
Mr. Smith
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Literacy Resource Teachers

Mrs. Chaffee
Mrs. Gianni

Special Education
Special Education
Special Education
School Psychologist
Speech Pathologist
School Nurse

Mrs. Cornielle
Miss Campbell
Mrs. DeBellis
Mrs. James
Ms. Annino
Mrs. Simard

Literacy Tutors

Mrs. Accousti
Mrs. McCarthy
Mrs. Shores
Ms. McCusker

Math Tutor

Wellness Specialist
Wheeler Permanent Substitute

Miss Nicole Putnam
Mrs. Cori Humes

Paraprofessionals
Ms. Kerry Daddabbo
Mrs. Mary Scarlett
Ms. Karen Royce
Ms. Autumn Levasseur
Ms. Denise Rokasa

Ms. Shelly Amborzatis
Ms. Candace Scaife
Ms. Melissa Zawacki
Ms. Nicole Jesudowich
Ms. Joanne Piotrowski

Behavior Technicians

Mrs. Gerena and Mrs. Anastasas

Custodians

Mr. Procko
Mr. Bernier

Cafeteria

Mrs. Ross, Manager
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PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION
Wheeler School has a very active and supportive parent teacher organization. The PTO is a vital link
between the school, community and the parents it serves. Thus, parents are urged to become involved
and take an active part in the PTO through volunteering for events and activities and serving on
committees.
Meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the library. All parents and
guardians of Wheeler students are considered members and are invited to attend these meetings. There is
no membership fee. Notices of PTO sponsored events will be listed in The Wheeler Flash (the digital
school newsletter).
Officers of the PTO for 20172018
Samantha Miller, President
Jessica Ruffini, Vice President
Rebecca Ballinger, Secretary
Becky Martinez, Treasurer

SCHOOL HOURS
Full day session: 8:50 a.m.  3:30 p.m.

SHORTENED DAY SCHEDULES
8:50 a.m.  1:30 p.m. Early Dismissal
10:50 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 2 Hour Delay
Lunch is served on both early dismissal and 2 hour delay days.
NO SCHOOL or DELAYED OPENINGS and Early School Closings
Delayed openings/no school announcements due to inclement weather will be broadcast on area radio
stations or television stations or the Plainville Schools web site: www.plainvilleschools.org. Please do
not call the school or the Plainville Police Dept. In addition, every parent is notified through the district
notification system, School Messenger, about closings or early dismissals. For this reason, it is
extremely important that parents inform the school office of any change in employer or cell telephone
numbers.
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ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
The first bell for entering school is 8:45 a.m. and children walking to school or arriving by car should
NOT arrive earlier than 8:30 a.m. Supervision by staff members on the playground does not begin
before that time. If you require child care services prior to 8:30, the YMCA runs a School Age Child
Care program at Wheeler. Contact the YMCA for details at 7939631.
Parents and students should check the flag on the front and side doors of the school. A green flag
signals fair weather: all areas of the playground are safe and students can go directly to the
playground in the rear of the school. A yellow flag signals wet weather: the blacktop only is safe.
Students should report to the blacktop area in the back of the school. Students are NOT to go to their
classrooms before school. Large projects or other awkward items may be brought to the main office
before school. In case of inclement weather a red flag is posted on the front and side entrance
windows of the school directing students to go directly to the hallway and sit outside their classroom
door. On these days, student dropoff is at the parking lot door near Mrs. Kamen’s classroom,
Room 22 to prevent the backup of traffic onto Cleveland Memorial Drive.
Parents are urged to plan vacations and trips so they coincide with school vacations. Absences for
vacations are recorded as unexcused absences. Teachers will not provide school work prior to
vacations. When a student returns, makeup work will be assigned as appropriate.
TRANSPORTATION
Parking and Vehicles
The safety of all students is very important. Therefore, when you bring students to school, pick them up
or visit the school, please go to the parking lot next to the building. Please drive slowly and stay to the
right around the island in the rear of the parking lot. Do not enter the driveway in front of the
school between 8:30 a.m. and 3:45 p.m., buses must enter and exit from there. After 8:30 a.m.
please drop students off near the sidewalk on Cleveland Memorial Drive or in the parking lot at the side
entrance behind the cafeteria or at the back of the building by the playground. Please do not park in
front of the houses directly across the street from Wheeler School. Town ordinances prohibit this.

Bicycles/Scooters
Students in grades 4 and 5 only may ride their bicycles/scooters to school provided they have written
consent from their parents (please see dismissal forms distributed in your child’s class placement letter
packet). This restriction is for the safety of your children. Once on school property, students are
required to walk their bicycles/scooters to the bike racks located in the rear of the school. NOTE:
Effective on October 1, 1993, all children are required by state law to wear bicycle helmets.
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DISMISSAL INFORMATION
*WALKERSStudents in grades 3, 4, or 5 who independently walk to their homes in the neighborhood.
This also includes fourth and fifth graders who ride their bicycle home.
NOTE: Only 4th and 5th grade students are permitted to walk their younger siblings home with signed
permission from their parents.
*PICKUPSStudents who will be picked up by a parent, guardian, or another designated person at the
end of school day.
*BUS STUDENTSStudents who are bused home.
1. WALKERS will be dismissed first at 3:30 p.m. They will be dismissed through the intermediate wing
door. A teacher will be on duty in the rear of the building to see that students leave the campus in a
timely manner.
2. Teachers will escort all PICKUPS to the gym while they escort other students to buses. Parents will
park their cars and enter the gym through the door near the back parking lot (music room
entrance) to sign out their child and/or other children that they have permission to pick up. Students
will sit quietly in lines according to grades in the gymnasium while parents are in line waiting to sign for
their child. A teacher on duty will facilitate the signing out of students. Parents should be prepared to
show photo ID if requested.
Parents are expected to park in the parking lot or along one of the side streets behind Wheeler School (if
they so choose). Please do not park in the circular driveway in front of the building as that area
must remain clear for buses.

3. BUS STUDENTS will exit through the doors in the lobby and board buses as usual.

*Please notify the office (via phone or written note) with any changes on a given day to your child’s
regular way of traveling home (walker, pick up, bus). Please make every effort to contact the office
prior to 3:00 p.m. as it becomes very busy during dismissal to ensure a safe dismissal for your
child.
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SCHOOL VISITS
During the school day, all doors to the building are locked. Parents and all visitors must come to the
main entrance at the front of the building. Office staff will buzz you into the building. For the safety and
security of students and staff, all visitors, including parents, must go directly to the school office
before going anywhere in the building. Visitors will be asked to sign a logbook and wear a visitor's
badge. Upon leaving the building, please return the badge to the office. Parents are invited to visit their
child’s classroom only if plans for such visits have been made in advance by contacting the teacher.
BREAKFAST and LUNCH SCHEDULES
The lunch/recess period is 45 minutes. If possible please write a note to the teacher in the morning.
Parents are also welcome to eat lunch with their children. We encourage you to buy lunch in the
cafeteria or bring lunch from home. Please call and order lunch in the morning from the cafeteria if you
would like an adult meal. Lunch times are listed below. There is a table in the cafeteria designated for
visiting parents and their children.
Grade:
PreK
Kindergarten
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5

Lunch Times 20172018
12:0012:30 (in classrooms)
11:0511:30
11:3011:50
12:1512:35
11:5512:15
12:401:00
1:001:20

Breakfast is served every day at 8:30 a.m. in the cafeteria. The breakfast menu is on the back of the
lunch menu and cost is $1.25. The cost of lunch is $2.50.
*Here is the link to Plainville’s Food Service Charges Policy:
http://www.plainvilleschools.org/boepolicies2/ (This is policy number 3542.43. Choose Business from
the menu on the left and then scroll to the bottom to Food Service Charges.
POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION SUPPORTS
Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) promotes a schoolwide strategy for helping all students
achieve important social and learning goals. We know that when good behavior and good teaching
come together, our students will excel in their learning. Wheeler School is a learning community where
everyone is respectful, shows good character and gives 100% effort to learning.
As part of the PBIS program, we have established rules for the behavior we expect in all areas of our
school. We will continuously teach these expectations to the students and reward them for following
expectations. The behavior expectations will be posted throughout our building and playground areas,
cafeteria, gym, and classrooms.
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Be a leader of the PACK!
Participate  Be on task and be safe.
Achieve  Give 100% effort to learning.
Cooperate  Follow directions and respect everyone
Know that I can!  Be confident and be responsible
In the Wheeler Safe School Climate Plan, all staff and students commit to these expectations every day.
Wheeler is a learning community where everyone is respectful, shows good character, and gives 100%
effort to learning. Wheeler students strive to be “Leaders of the PACK”! By focusing on high
expectations and implementing lessons, weekly and monthly incentives, lunch bunch groups, checkin
and checkout plans, Second Step and bullying lessons, and homework club, all staff will promote this
program and students will be leaders of the PACK.
Leader of the
PACK behavior
expectations
All settings

Classroom

Bus

Participate

• Be on task.
• Be safe.

• Be
prepared.
• Raise a
quiet hand.

• Remain
seated.
• Talk quietly
and use
appropriate
language.

Achieve

• Give 100%
effort to
learning.

• Be an active • Walk to the
listener.
bus.
• Try your
• Walk on the
best.
bus.
• Take pride
• Sit
in your
backtobac
work.
k and
bottomto
bottom.

Cafeteria

Recess

• Walk and
• Everyone
follow traffic
who wants
patterns.
to play, can
• Talk quietly
play.
and use table • Be safe on
manners.
the field &
• Raise your
with
hand if you
equipment.
need help.
• Get tray,
food &
utensils.
• Begin and
finish eating
on time.

• Follow the
rules of the
game you
are playing.
• Line up
without
pushing,
touching or
cutting.
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Cooperate

• Follows
directions
• Respect
everyone

• Be
• Treat
respectful
students
of the
and bus
school’s and
driver with
other’s
a positive
ideas and
and polite
property.
manner.
• Listen and
• Listen to
follow
and follow
directions
the bus
of adults.
driver’s
• Keep hands
directions.
and feet to
• Keep
self.
hands, feet
and all
objects to
yourself.

• Eat only
your own
food.
• Listen and
follow
directions of
adults.
• Keep hands,
feet and food
to yourself.

• Listen to and
follow the
directions of
adults.
• Share the
equipment.
• Use kind
words.
• Be a good
sport.
• Keep your
hands and
feet to
yourself.

Know that I
can!

• Be
confident.
• Be
responsible.

• Do your
homework.
• Have a
positive
attitude.
• Clean up.

• Clean up
your area
and yourself.

• Pick up and
return
equipment.

• Be
responsible
for yourself
and your
belongings.

PARENT CONFERENCES and REPORT CARDS
Parents are encouraged to become partners in their child’s educational successes. Individual

parentteacher conferences are scheduled each year

in December and March.

Fall conferences will be held on December 5, 6 and 7.
Spring conferences will be held on March 20, 21 and 22 .
Parents are encouraged to request a conference with their child's teacher at any time during the year.
Parents and students, as well as teachers, counselors or administrators may initiate a conference. A
parent or student may arrange a conference with an individual member of the school staff or a group
conference with several staff members. Every effort will be made to accommodate parent schedules.
Report cards are issued on December 4th, March 19th, and on the last day of school in June.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT/COMMUNICATIONS
Education is successful and students achieve when there is a strong partnership between home and
school based on communication and interaction. Parents/guardians are urged to encourage their children
to put a high priority on education and to make the most of the educational opportunities available.
Parents/guardians should become familiar with all of the child’s school activities and with the District’s
academic programs, including special programs. Attendance at parentteacher conferences, participation
in campus parent organizations, attendance at board of education meetings and being a school volunteer
are strongly encouraged.
SCHOOL NURSE SERVICES
Mrs. Simard, RN
Education and health are interdependent. At Wheeler, we are dedicated to working with you to ensure
the health and safety of your child at school. The school nurse works to actively promote healthy
activities and selfcare. School health services are provided by the school nurse, and in an emergency, by
our district medical advisor. School nurse functions include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Overseeing all students with special health needs
Providing minor medical treatment for all students
Managing your child's medication(s) while at school
Ageappropriate health screening (Hearing, vision, and scoliosis as mandated)
Referring parents to appropriate community based health resources
Participating in the student study team and PPT process
Monitoring all state and federally mandated health services and guidelines for public
school students

Birthday Celebrations
If/when you wish to honor your child's birthday in school, we are encouraging the use of nonfood
items. Ideas for nonfood items include stickers, pencils, erasers, etc. It is healthier for all of our
students if we can avoid cupcakes and other sugary treats. Please discuss your plans/ideas for
celebrating your child's birthday at least one week in advance with your child’s teacher so that
appropriate plans can be made and all students will be safe and healthy.

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL
Transportation and Administration of Medication
To ensure the medical safety of Wheeler students, the following requirements are necessary for the
transportation and administration of medications. No child may transport medication to or from
school. All medications must be brought to school by a parent or other responsible adult and given
directly to the School Nurse or Principal.
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PHOTOGRAPHING/VIDEOTAPING
A professional photographer takes school photographs of children each year. This year the Wheeler
photo day will be Thursday, September 14th. A packet of information will be sent home before that
date. PTO volunteers also take candid photographs for the school yearbook throughout the year.
At the beginning of each school year, parents sign a form giving permission for their child to be
photographed for newspapers and newsletters. Occasionally at school, a newspaper photographer will
attend a school event and take pictures that may appear in local papers. Whenever possible, we would
notify you in advance. Please note that photographing/videotaping of children, in general, by other than
school staff, while children are on school property is not allowed. Exceptions would be at public
performances, such as concerts or plays, where parents are aware that such photographing or
videotaping is taking place.
LOST AND FOUND
Lost and found articles may be reported or claimed at the office. Lost and found is located in the
cafeteria. Items are hung on hooks at the back wall. Outer clothing, sweatshirts, boots, and sneakers
should be clearly marked with the student's name to prevent mixups with other identical items.

FIRE/EVACUATION and LOCKDOWN DRILLS
Fire drills are held monthly as required by state law. Students must follow the exit directions posted in
each classroom. Teachers review procedures particular to each room and the building as a whole with
students. The signal for a fire drill is a constant blast on a special horn. When the alarm sounds, students
are to proceed along the posted exit routes in a quick, quiet and calm manner. Students should not return
to the building until the return signal is given.
“Lockdown” practices will also be held 12 times a year. Lockdown practices require students to
remain in classrooms. Teachers review procedures particular to each room and the building as a whole
with students. These procedures are designed in conjunction with town safety officials to protect
students and staff in the event of a dangerous/threatening intruder or situation in the area.
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