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Stepping into Spring
Lately, I have been thinking about finding the good in
unpleasant or difficult things and helping our students do
the same. This time of year includes many student
evaluations, and we need to help them see the good,
even when the results are not what they (or we) hoped
for. Did they learn a new skill or information, realize a
single event or grade does not define them, learn to take
a different approach next time, or learn about their
personal likes/dislikes? Student evaluations are a
learning opportunity, not a final evaluation (for all marks
F-A+ (and yes I have received them all)). While we
celebrate the good all our students have accomplished
this year, we are also grateful for the hard work of our
families, staff, and communities. Spring is also a time of
looking forward in the school system: kindergarten
registrations, Grade 9 preparations, graduations, and
everything that goes into making every grade transition
as smooth as possible. At the board level, there is also
lots of planning with budgets and focusing on upholding
our vision and priorities. Here is to taking the many
lessons this year has brought us and using them to look
forward to next year with hope and excitement.

2022-23 Budget
In February, trustees completed a public
budget survey to help identify priorities for
the efficient, effective, and equitable use
of board resources. The survey results
indicated priority for reading and writing
skills, mental health and well-being, math
skills, and technological education. Click
here to learn more about the 2022-23
budget. Thanks to all who participated!

Our Schools Need
You!
If you are interested in volunteering in any
capacity, please contact your local school.
Please have a current criminal
background check (obtained online or
from local police departments).

Contact Me
As always, please feel free to contact me
with your questions or concerns:
katie_lutz@bwdsb.on.ca
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Student Demographic Census
From April 19 to May 6, 2022, all junior kindergarten to
Grade 12 students are invited to participate in Student
Demographic Census 2022 - "Your Voice Matters!" While
participation is voluntary, we strongly encourage students
to get involved by completing the questionnaire, which will
help Bluewater District School Board to:
better understand student needs
eliminate barriers to student success and well-being
support programs and provide resources for students
and families

Congratulations to Peninsula Shores District School Grade
11 student Molly Solomon for her winning census logo
design, and Egremont Community School Grade 5 student
Emerson Lantz for submitting the chosen slogan in our
board wide contest.

New Child Care Spaces
Bluewater District School Board joined MPP Bill Walker,
upper and lower tier municipal partners, child care
representatives, and media for a virtual announcement on
January 27, 2022 regarding the Ontario government's
investment of $600,000 to create 39 child care spaces at
St. Edmunds Public School in Tobermory. Funded through
the province’s Early Years Capital Program, the project will
include one toddler room and one preschool room to
support families on the Bruce Peninsula.

Capital Priorities
Update
Business cases were submitted last
year through the Ministry of
Education's 2021-22 Capital Priorities
Program for replacement elementary
schools in Dundalk (JK-8 with child
care spaces), Kincardine (JK-6 with
child care spaces), and Owen Sound
(Hillcrest Elementary School, JK-8).
Though these business cases were
not approved for 2021-22, our board
recently resubmitted through the 202223 Capital Priorities Program the
replacement elementary school cases
for Dundalk and Kincardine. An
‘Approval To Proceed’ has also been
submitted to the ministry for a scope
change to increase the number of
student spaces from 236 to 328 when
building a replacement for Beavercrest
Community School.

Secondary Laptop
Investment
To further support online learning, a
greater need for technology among
families, and new secondary online
credit requirements, Bluewater District
School Board recently announced a
1:1 laptop allocation investment for all
Grades 9 to 12 students. In February,
current Grades 9 to 11 students were
provided with individual laptops to
support their learning. The next phase
of distribution is slated for this
September when each incoming
Grade 9 student will receive a laptop
to coincide with their entry into
secondary school.
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Important Links and Resources
Return to School
Access the daily COVID-19 screening link for students and
staff, our three-part Q and A, and other health and safety
information. Click here.

Celebrating Pink
Shirt Day

Students and staff in Bluewater District
School Board honoured a popular
annual tradition on February 23, 2022
with the celebration of Pink Shirt Day.
COVID-19 Updates
This year's theme of "Lift Each Other
View the latest updates and advisories related to the impact
Up" provided an opportunity for
of COVID-19 on our schools and worksites. Click here.
participants to sport their most vibrant
pink clothing fashions, adorn
Mental Health and Well-Being
classrooms and hallways with pink art
Resources for students and families from
and positive messaging, and organize
Bluewater District School Board's mental
a variety of activities aimed at raising
health partners, a self-referral link for
anti-bullying awareness and promoting
students to access support from our
accepting and inclusive learning
board's mental health team, and a variety
environments. Pink Shirt Day is one of
of other related items are available here.
several initiatives held throughout the
year in Bluewater District School Board
Kindergarten Registration
to actualize our strategic priority of
For parents/guardians whose children are entering school for
ensuring a safe supportive learning
the first time in September 2022, follow this easy three-step
community that works together to
registration process.
support wellness, and fosters the
strengths, contributions, and overall
Secondary Transitions
health of students and staff.
Current Grade 8 students who will be entering secondary
school next year can learn all about the many program
options that will soon be available to them. Our Secondary
Transitions web page features individual profiles for all nine
of our Bluewater District School Board secondary schools,
course calendars and other program materials, videos on
secondary transitioning, and virtual school tours.

Visit our website: www.bwdsb.on.ca
Find Bluewater District School Board
on social media:

Download our
free mobile app:

Staff members from Bluewater District School
Board's Mental Health Team share a message
of kindness during Pink Shirt Day 2022. The
team is always available to support students
and works hard to destigmatize issues
surrounding mental health.
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