
 

Crete-Monee Middle School – Summer Reading Assignment 
 This assignment is for 7th Grade Students  

 
Name:                                                                                Reading Teacher:   
 
Title of Novel:  The Lions of Little Rock by Kristen Levine 

1. EXPOSITION:  The part of the story where the setting, characters and conflict are introduced.   

SETTING:  Where/when the 
story takes place 

Describe the setting of your novel:   

CHARACTERS:  The people in the 
novel 
 
Protagonist:  The main 
character in a text that propels 
the reader to support him/her.  

List some of the main characters in your novel: 
   
 
NAME the protagonist:   
 
DESCRIBE the protagonist:   
 
 
 
Identify textual evidence which supports your description of the protagonist.  
 

On page                  , 
 
 
 

CONFLICT:  The struggle or 
problem in the novel 
 
Internal:  Character versus 
Himself 
 
External:  Character versus 
outside force(s) 

Identify the main conflict:   
 
 
Is the conflict internal or external?   
 
How do you know?   
 
 
 

2.  Complete the graphic organizer, identifying the important events that occurred in your novel, sequentially.  
Please use at least two complete sentences in each box. 

     First, 
 
 
 

     After that,  
 
 
 

     Sometime later, 
 
 
 

     Meanwhile, 
 
 
 

     Ultimately, 
 
 
 



7th Grade Students’ Assignment 
Crete-Monee Middle School  

Summer Reading Assignment [Required] 
 

2019-20 Novels 

6th Grade Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper 

7th Grade The Lions of Little Rock by Kristen Levine 
8th Grade Chew on This by Schlosser & Wilson 

 
1. Complete the Summer Reading Assignment [on back] in its entirety. 

 

2. Additional copies of the assignment will be available in the Crete-Monee Middle School main 

office.  Feel free to contact CMMS AT (708) 367-2400 to make arrangements for pick-up.  This 

assignment can also be downloaded from our district’s website – www.cm201u.org. 
 

3. Submit your assignment to your reading teacher on or before Friday, August 30, 2019.  This 

assignment is worth 20 points and will be counted into your first trimester grade report. 
 

4. Since this novel study will be incorporated into our 1st trimester curriculum, please plan to bring 

your novel to school during the 1st two (2) weeks of school. 

Why we ask students to read during the summer?   

¶ Research shows that students who read over the summer gain reading skills, while those who do 
not often slide backward, losing up to two months of what they learned while in school. 
[National Education Association] 

¶ Reading introduces students to historical perspectives, encourages sympathy for other human 
beings, and promotes appreciation for diversity and understanding of other cultures.  [Idaho Ed 
News] 

¶ Summer reading helps children retain and enhance their reading skills over the summer. 
[California Library Association] 

¶ Summer learning loss accounts for two-thirds of the 9th grade achievement gap in reading.  
[Colorado Department of Education] 

¶ Reading 4-5 books during the summer can increase reading scores.  [Text Project ς Summer 
Reads] 

¶ When students are given opportunities to read the same text as their peers and participate in 
classroom discourse, their speaking, listening, and comprehension skills are developed. 

 

 

Please Note: 
Students who fail to complete this assignment by Friday, August 30, 2019 will be required to 

complete it before school, after school or during their lunch hour.  Late assignments will 
not receive full credit.  Special arrangements will be made for students that are new to 

the district. 

http://www.cm201u.org/

